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JUNK REMOVAL
Commercial & Residential

$50 OFF JUNK REMOVAL
With this ad. Expires 9/30/26

Single Item Pick-Ups
Apartment, Basements & Attics
Boat, Camper & Mobile Home
Garage & Shed Tear-Downs
Oil Tank & Boiler Removal

Hot Tub Removal - Hoarders

207-450-5858
www.theDumpGuy.com

Maine: A lobster on every plate and a 
moose on every driveway 

When I talk to friends or 
colleagues I know from liv-
ing in big cities about mov-
ing to Maine, it still feels 
like I’m trying to justify 
my decision as if I’m dis-
closing some rare disease. 
They always want to know, 
“But why Maine? There’s 
nothing there!” Insulting 
and just plain wrong as 
that statement obviously 
is, I hear it a lot, and I’ve 
tested a range of answers 
(but don’t worry, I always 
add the caveat that I’m 
new to the state myself). 
No explanation seems to 
strike home with people 
who have no real concept 
or even faint impression of 
what Maine is as a place 
and as a home. In the imag-

inations of such people, 
I get the impression that 
they think Maine is some 
mysterious frontier where 
lobster is served with ev-
ery meal, and every road 
is under constant threat of 
invasion by giant herds of 
stampeding moose. 

It’s true that the juxtapo-
sition of Maine with some 
of the world’s largest cities, 
or really even mid-sized 
cities, is stark. Anyone 
who’s spent a consider-
able amount of time living 
or working in a mega-city 
would admit that much of 
Maine, including the High 
Peaks region, feels about 
as far away from a bus-
tling urban environment 
as you can get. To many 

people, that’s the whole 
point. Having lived now 
in both types of places, I 
know there will always be 
positives and negatives to 
each other, and those are 
relative to the person. 

But what makes Maine 
the special place it is, be-
sides the people, isn’t just 
how beautiful the land 
is, or how much of it re-
mains undeveloped. It is 
an awareness and appre-
ciation of that quality that 
so many people seem to un-
derstand. Even if they hold 
divergent opinions on other 
issues, most Mainers I’ve 
met seem better clued into 
developments that impact 
the natural world around us 
more so than other places 
I’ve lived. This, I think, at 
least partially explains why 
some Mainers feel so re-
luctant to embrace change, 
because any alteration of 
the landscape alters one of 
the most important things 
that make Maine special as 
a place, no matter wheth-
er it’s the land that makes 
the people or the other way 
around. 

This also helps explain, 
again, at least in part, why 

the High Peaks Alliance 
(HPA) has such a broad ap-
peal. Every land user bene-
fit from their preservation 
victories and milestones, 
like the recent announce-
ment that Mosher Hill Falls 
has been preserved. Land 
conservation is a patch-

work quilt effort of tying 
together ever-larger tracts 
of land and enshrining 
public access to it. It helps 
keep Maine what it is now, 
which is a singular place 
full of people both proud 
and aware of the gifts they 
received at birth by the 

simple virtue of being born 
here. The great value of the 
HPA and groups like it is 
that their sole focus is pres-
ervation of public access, 
and therefore every vic-
tory they tally grows that 
patchwork quilt of publicly 
accessible land. 
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SAVE 15% ON YOUR SAVE 15% ON YOUR 
ELECTRIC BILL TODAYELECTRIC BILL TODAY

“I just signed up with Maine Community Solar after leaving a mes-
sage with them yesterday. My call was courteous, professional and 
the agent was personable. (I had left messages with a couple of 
other companies and they still haven’t gotten back to me). The sign 
up process was simple and took about 5 minutes. It will take a few 
months before the process is complete, but another vendor had 
given me a date sometime in the next calendar year. I am happy to 
be doing this and dealing with a Maine company.”

Bob Barton
Westbrook

Call our offi  ce in Portland at 207-888-3670 or visit Call our offi  ce in Portland at 207-888-3670 or visit 
www.mainecommunitysolar.org for assistance.www.mainecommunitysolar.org for assistance.

Scan the QR code 
to get started Join a local solar farm. Join a local solar farm. 

When you do,When you do,
You support local, renewable energyYou support local, renewable energy

There’s nothing to buy, install, There’s nothing to buy, install, 
or maintainor maintain

You join a free, state-backed programYou join a free, state-backed program

Get a $50 gift card as a Thank YouGet a $50 gift card as a Thank You
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MOVIE REVIEW byy Lucas Allen

One Night Only

(Universal Pictures)
Romantic comedies always have their target audience, 

with young girlfriends/wives looking for a good laugh and 
cry, along with the boyfriends/husbands having to suffer, 
getting dragged into watching with them. Each of them fol-
lows the same conventional plotline with enough cliches and 
tropes to drive the most cynical of viewers crazy. So, here 
is something pretty unconventional, though pretty unusu-
al, type of rom-com unexpectedly landing in theaters with 
“One Night Only.” No stranger to the genre, director Will 
Gluck previously helmed the 2023 hit “Anyone But You.” 

Because premarital sex was deemed illegal, Congress 
enacted that for one night a year, single people are allowed 
to have sexual relations for only twelve hours. In New 
York City, lots of singles are ready to party and mingle 
for that period of time, though many people still reject the 
mandate. Owen (Callum Turner) is a young pizza shop 
employee who has just been dumped by his girlfriend 
(Maya Hawke) and now has to spend the night looking 
for some casual love, though he is having trouble looking 
for a condom. Another single person he keeps running into 
during the night, an aspiring singer named Allie (Monica 
Barbaro), is simply looking for Mr. Right, but finds one 
roadblock after another. 

This turns the night into a series of misadventures in 
search of a quick hook-up for each of them, even though 

both of them have no interest in each other. It involves 
some shady people, the authorities, and a local singer 
named Ezra Stone (Charlie Gillespie) putting on an an-
ti-mandate concert. But before the sun comes up, they 
will soon realize that they each have made a connection 
all along. 

Sure, the plot setup is basically a rom-com spoof of 
“The Purge” movies with sex being substituted for murder 
and crime. It is a very preposterous and far-fetched idea; 
the more you think about it, there is no way any politician 
(republican or democrat) could ever conceive something 
that insane. However, if you are willing to go along with 
it, you will still get an outrageously funny film that is very 
reminiscent of 80’s sex comedies like “Porky’s” or “Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High.” In this case, there are plenty 
of young adults in their 20’s and 30’s spending one night 
doing the nasties. 

Although it can get pretty predictable at times, the mov-
ie still has that unconventional and largely cliché-free 
storyline that makes it stand out on its own. There is an 
irresistible charm in seeing two people race to their goal 
separately and together, that helps carry the comedy and 
romance almost simultaneously. It does make for a fun date 
movie for those tired of them being made year after year. 

The two main actors also carry their scenes with great 
commitment, no matter the low-brow humor involved. 

While their romance chemistry may seem lacking, their 
comic chemistry remains strong enough to help the film 
earn those big laughs. Turner has that boyish charm that 
works for his character, while Barbaro also shines with 
her singing voice, much like her Oscar-nominated per-
formance in “A Complete Unknown.” Oddly enough, one 
of the film’s running gags involves her character singing 
rewritten versions of popular songs for commercials for 
medical creams. 

It’s worth noting that the film is littered with cameos 
from some recognizable names. The biggest one is ex-
Brat Packer Molly Ringwald as Owen’s mother, having 
her own special date night with a stranger. That stranger 
happens to be played by LeVar Burton, so it is odd-yet-hi-
larious to see the “Star Trek” legend and beloved host of 
“Reading Rainbow” in a film as crazy as this. 

“One Night Only” is one of those movies that is likely 
to split audiences down the middle over the plot alone, but 
the movie is still a fun watch regardless. It’s best recom-
mended for anyone willing to try something different and 
out-of-the-ordinary from the same-old stale repetition of 
the genre. 

THE MOVIE’S RATING: R (for sexual material, lan-
guage, and brief nudity) 

THE CRITIC’S RATING: 3.25 Stars (Out of Four)

Unlaunch’d Voices – an evening with Walt Whitman 
LEWISTON - Cambridge 

actor, educator, lecturer, and 
historian Stephen Collins will 
be performing a one-man show 
as one of America’s greatest 
poets. Unlaunch’d Voices: An 
Evening with Walt Whitman 

will be performed on Wednes-
day, October 7th from 5pm to 
7pm in Callahan Hall at the 
Lewiston Public Library. 

Unlaunch’d Voices, an Eve-
ning with Walt Whitman opens 
with the elderly Whitman on 

the evening of his seventieth 
birthday. The audience is a vis-
itor in his room as he prepares 
for his birthday celebration. 
Whitman begins to reminisce 
and to question his success as 
a man and a poet. He tells us 

his work has proved to be “less 
than a failure….” He remem-
bers a mystical experience he 
had in his thirty-seventh year 
that inspired him to write po-
etry. During the telling, Whit-
man transforms into his young 
vibrant self, and we begin to 
trace back along with him the 
experiences that led to the cre-
ation of Leaves of Grass, his 
lifetime work. The first part 
of the performance explores 
Whitman’s preoccupation 
with the self and his resolve 
to write with “free and brave 
thought…” We revel with him 
as he celebrates his body and 
himself and are confidants as 
he shares his struggle with his 
sexual self. 

In the second part of the 
performance, Whitman’s life 
is changed forever by the oc-
currence of the Civil War. It 

is here that he finds “… the 
most important work of my 
life…” nursing the wound-
ed soldiers in the hospitals. 
Through poetry and readings 
of actual letters, we experience 
Whitman’s movement from 
selfishness and selflessness 
and his growth into a mature 
artist who is at peace about 
“himself, God and death.” 

Unlaunch’d Voices, an 
Evening with Walt Whitman 
was conceived by Stephen 
Collins and was written and 
directed by Michael Keamy. 
The play’s text has its origins 
in Walt Whitman’s poetry, es-
pecially Leaves of Grass, and 
borrows from actual dialogue 
from his life. Whitman’s friend 
and neighbor, Horace Traubel, 
kept records of their daily con-
versations in a six-volume col-
lection entitled Walt Whitman 

in Camden. 
Stephen Collins grew up in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. He 
holds a BA in Literature from 
UMass Boston and has held 
lectures and performances at 
the Boston Public Library, 
New Hampshire Humanities, 
and the Walt Whitman Birth-
place Association. When he 
is not performing on stage, 
Collins gives historical tours 
of Boston as a professionally 
licensed tour guide. For more 
information about Collins 
and his performances, please 
visit his website at http://un-
launchedvoices.com. 

This event is free and open 
to the public. No reservations 
or tickets are required. The 
performance lasts about an 
hour and will be followed by 
a Q&A. 
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The smallest details make 
the biggest difference.

The day we start making compromises is the day we stopbuilding boats. 

We craft with intention and tradition at every curve and cabinet - using 

skills sought the world over - and found right here in the Lakes Region. 

Join our team of the best boatbuilders in the world, apply today!

NOW HIRING-ALL POSITIONS

Hire for Attitude, Train for Skill

APPLY NOW
SABREYACHTS.COM/CAREERS

4-Day Work Week with Optional Overtime on Fridays

100% Company-Paid Healthcare Plan

Year-Round Employment Conveniently located in Raymond
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Volunteer Ombudsman 
Representatives 

are the Heart of the 
Ombudsman Program

Volunteer advocates needed
 in your local area!

The Maine Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program is 
looking for individuals who are interested in joining 
a group of dedicated volunteers who visit residents in 
long-term care facilities across the state. Volunteer 
Ombudsman are advocates who provide a voice for 
consumers while working collaboratively with long-
term care facilities.

Learn more about becoming a Volunteer Ombudsman Representative.
Please contact to Christina Ryan at cryan@maineombudsman.org

 (800) 499-0229 or (207) 621-1079.

STUDENT NEWS

Vermont State announces Class 
of 2026 Spring Graduates 

Randolph Center, VT – We are proud to announce that 
the following local students successfully completed their 
studies and are now part of Vermont State University’s 
Class of 2026. 

Representing a wide range of academic programs and 
disciplines, these graduates have demonstrated hard work, 
perseverance, and dedication in reaching this significant 
milestone. 

Please join us in congratulating the Vermont State Uni-
versity Class of 2026 

Kyle Ouillette, of Gorham, earned a Master of Science 
in Athletic Leadership. 

Brady Reed, of Windham, earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Exercise & Sport Science. 

Robyn Shafer, of Windham, earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Dental Hygiene. 

Colby Tucker, of Gorham, earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Graphic Design. 

Calvin Cummings named to the 
Dean’s List at Tufts University 
Medford, MA -- Calvin Cummings, Class of 2026 of 

Gorham, was named to the dean’s list at Tufts University 
for the spring 2026 semester. Dean’s List honors at Tufts 
University require a semester grade point average of 3.4 
or greater. 

Local student graduates from 
Northfield Mount Hermon 

Gill, MA -- Serafina Wilson, of Bethel, was among 188 
students who graduated from Northfield Mount Hermon 
on May 24. 

Bella Lorenzatti named to Salve Regina 
University’s Spring 2026 Dean’s List 

Newport, RI – Bella Lorenzatti, of Windham, was named 
to the Dean’s List during the spring 2026 academic semester 
at Salve Regina University. To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
students must earn a semester grade point average of 3.6 for 
full-time students completing at least 12 graded credits, or 
a semester grade point average of 3.8 for part-time students 
completing at least six credits. 

Sofia Stasinos named to Spring 2026 
Dean’s List at Hofstra University 

Hempstead, NY -- Sofia Stasinos, of Bethel, excelled 
during the spring 2026 semester at Hofstra, achieving a 
GPA of at least 3.5 to earn a spot on the Dean’s List. Sofia’s 
major is Nursing. 
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2026 WINDHAM FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
DATE TIME SITE
9/18 4:00 PM  Smiling Hill Farm
9/25 4:00 PM Wainwright Fields
10/2 3:30 PM Libby Hill
10/9 4:00 PM Easter Prom Portland

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
DATE TIME SITE
9/18 4:00 PM  Smiling Hill Farm
9/25 4:00 PM Wainwright Fields
10/2 4:00 PM Libby Hill
10/9 4:00 PM Easter Prom Portland

Dates and Times Subject to Change

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
THE ATHLETES!

from all of us at

207-352-8311
Greater 

Portland & Lake 
Region Area

Harold Erickson
Frame To Finish Carpentry

Free Es� mates

Crew33maine@gmail.com
Fully Insured

15+ years of experience

GIRLS FIELD HOCKEY
DATE TIME OPPONENT
9/17 4:30 PM vs. Scarborough
9/22 6:00 PM @ San/Ken
9/24 4:00 PM @ Marshwood
9/29 5:30 PM @ Biddeford
10/1 4:00 PM vs. Massabesic
10/5 4:00 PM vs. S. Port/West
10/9 4:30 PM @Scarborough
10/13 4:00 PM vs. Noble
10/15 4:00 PM vs. Bonny Eagle
BOYS FOOTBALL
DATE TIME OPPONENT
9/18 6:00 PM @ Portland
9/25 6:00 PM @ Bangor
10/2 6:00 PM vs. Bonny Eagle
10/9 7:00 PM @ Edward Little
10/16 6:00 PM vs. Falmouth
10/23 7:00 PM @ Lewiston
10/30 6:00 PM @ Deering

COED GOLF
DATE TIME SITE
9/17 3:30 PM Point Sebago
9/22 3:30 PM Point Sebago
9/24 3:30 PM Riverside GC
9/29 3:30 PM Point Sebago

BOYS SOCCER
DATE TIME OPPONENT
9/18 6:00 PM @ Kennebunk
9/23 6:00 PM vs. Portland
9/25 6:00 PM vs. Cheverus
9/28 6:00 PM vs. Gorham
9/30 6:00 PM @ Massabesic
10/3 11:30 AM @ Noble
10/7 6:00 PM vs. Sanford
10/9 6:30 PM @ Scarborough
10/14 6:00 PM vs. Westbrook
10/17 11:00 AM vs. Marshwood
10/20 6:30 PM @ Thornton
10/20 6:30 PM @ Thornton

GIRLS SOCCER
DATE TIME OPPONENT
9/17 4:30 PM @ Marshwood
9/22 6:00 PM @ Gorham
9/24 6:00 PM vs. Sanford
9/29 6:30 PM @ Falmouth
10/1 6:00 PM vs. S. Port
10/6 6:30 PM @ Thornton 
10/8 5:30 PM @ Westbrook 
10/13 6:00 PM vs. Deering 
10/15 6:00 PM vs. Cheverus
10/19 6:00 PM @ Kennebunk

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
DATE TIME OPPONENT
9/17 6:00 PM vs. Westbrook
9/19 11:45 AM vs. Noble
9/22 6:00 PM @ Portland
9/24 7:00 PM @ Sanford
9/29 6:00 PM @ Noble
9/30 7:00 PM vs. Sanford
10/6 6:00 PM vs. Falmouth
10/8 6:00 PM vs. Marshwood
10/13 6:00 PM @ Gorham
10/19 6:00 PM @ Marshwood

10/19 99999999999999999 99 999999 6:00 PM @ KenennennnenenenennnenKeeeennneeneeneneenenennebun

Lewiston Auburn Balloon Festival

Children run around in a pinkish glow inside this grounded and fanned balloon set up down the terrace 
in Payne/Simard Park during the August 21 annual L/A Balloon Festival.

Bill Van Tassel photos

After an hour delay due to evening wind gusts, the four friends make it into the sky over Lewiston, 
eventually landing in Jim’s Used Cars property in Auburn.

L to R: Dana Staples, Missy Bilodeau, Julie and Megan Garber 
pose ready for their first Hot Air Balloon flight. The Auburn 
friends stand by their craft owned by Joe and Beth Hamilton 
from Reheboth, Massachusetts.

A scattering of children’s shoes rest outside a full-
sized balloon set up for the youngsters to enter, 
run around and bounce some smaller ballons.


