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Mt. Blue Area Garden Club
awards three community grants

FARMINGTON - The
Mt. Blue Area Garden Club
awarded three Community
Grants this year, expanding
the program beyond a sin-
gle annual grant. Inspired
by the quality of this year’s
applications, the club award-
ed $1,500 in three grants to
support projects that beauti-
fy public spaces, strengthen
community connections, and
promote environmental stew-
ardship.

The Community Grant
Program was introduced last
year to support beautification
and community gardening
projects throughout the Mt.
Blue region. Its inaugural
grant helped the Farmington
Public Library complete a
landscape redesign that re-
moved invasive plants and
replaced them with native
species, creating a more wel-
coming, environmentally sus-
tainable entrance. Building on
that success, the club expand-
ed the program this year by
awarding three grants.

“This year’s applications
demonstrated just how many
meaningful projects are hap-
pening throughout our area,”
said Lisa Laflin, Chair of the
Community Grant Commit-
tee. “We were delighted to
support three organizations
and help bring their ideas to
life.”

The 2026 MBAGC Com-
munity Grant recipients are:

Cape Cod Hill

Community School
(New Sharon)

Students and staff at Cape
Cod Hill Community School
will revitalize the school’s
front entrance with colorful
native plantings, creating a
vibrant and welcoming first
impression for students, fami-
lies, and visitors. The school’s
student-led Seed Squad al-
ready completed community
planting projects at locations
including the Holman House
and the Franklin County
Courthouse, and this project
continues with that tradition
of community stewardship.

Work First, Inc.
(Farmington)

Work First will create a
welcoming garden around its
new Little Free Library and
transform an existing gaze-
bo into an inviting outdoor
reading space. The project
includes raised planting beds,
flowers, shrubs, and contain-
ers that will encourage visi-
tors to stop, read, and enjoy
the landscape while support-
ing the organization’s mission
of serving adults with intel-
lectual and developmental
disabilities.

UMF Campus &
Community Garden
(Farmington)

The University of Maine
at Farmington Campus &
Community Garden will use
its grant to repair greenhouse
doors and ventilation sys-
tems, improving accessibility
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DISTRIBUTOR IN THE COUNTRY

and extending the garden’s
ability to grow food and polli-
nator plants. Operated entire-
ly through grants, donations,
and fundraising, the garden

has produced hundreds of
pounds of fresh vegetables for
local food pantries while also
serving as an educational re-
source, community gathering
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space, and volunteer site for

Master Gardener Volunteers.

The Mt. Blue Area Garden
Club established its Commu-
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nity Grant Program to encour-
age beautification projects
that enhance public spaces
and promote environmental
stewardship throughout the
Mt. Blue region. Applica-
tions for the 2027 Commu-
nity Grant Program will be
accepted beginning early next
year, with an April 1 dead-
line. Eligible applicants in-
clude nonprofit organizations,
schools, businesses, and
community groups located
in Farmington, Wilton, Ches-
terville, New Sharon, New
Vineyard, Temple, Starks,
Vienna, and Weld.

The Mt. Blue Area Garden
Club is a member of the Gar-
den Club Federation of Maine
and National Garden Clubs,
Inc. The club promotes gar-
dening in all its phases, civic
beautification, conservation,
and community education
throughout western Maine.
New members and guests are
always welcome. More infor-
mation is available at www.
mtbluegardenclub.org.
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MAINE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST

Aug 16 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, LQH, 2-4 p.m.,
Norcross Point, Bowdoin St.,
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com.

August 16 — Leavitt Area
High School Class of 1976
50 Year Reunion, 1-4 p.m.,
Highlands Golf Course, Turn-
er, dress code casual, no fee
to attend (food and beverag-
es will be available for pur-
chase), RSVP on the LAHS
Facebook page or text to (207)
649-1247.

Aug 23 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, Katie Daggett
& Ed Desjardins, 2-4 p.m.,
Norcross Point, Bowdoin St.,
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com.

Aug 30 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, Keiyana Marie
Trinidad, 2-4 p.m., Norcross
Point, Bowdoin St., Winthrop,
FMI call 458-5485 or www.
concertsatnorcrosspoint.com.

OCTOBER

October 14 - Shiloh Pond
Community Forest (King-
field), 10 a.m., 200 acres
owned by the Town of King-
field and stewarded by High
Peaks Alliance, featuring
two ponds, wetlands, a small
waterfall, and a scenic forest
trail, registration is free but
required, as space is limit-
ed, https://secure.qgiv.com/
for/highpeaksalliance/event/
woodswalks/.

MONTHLY
MEETINGS

LOCKE MILLS: Green-

wood Farmer’s Market
every other Friday during the
winter, starting on October
3rd, 270 Main St., Rt. 26,
Locke Mills, next door to

the Greenwood Post Office,
FMI Brian and Suzanne
Dunham 207-665-2967.

SOUTH PARIS: South
Paris Farmers’ Market,
Thursdays 2-6. p.m., 9 Mar-
ket Square in the parking lot
right next door to Oxford
Hills Mercantile/Ollie &
David’s.

OQUOSSOC: Range-
ley Region Skeet and Trap
Association (RRS&TA)
announces its 2025 shoot-
ing schedule, welcoming
members and visitors to
experience clay shooting
sports, Wednesday: Trap and
Skeet starting at 4:00 p.m.,
Thursday: Sporting Clays
and Skeet starting at 4:00
p-m., Saturday: Five Stand
and Skeet starting at 10:00
a.m., Sunday: Trap and
Skeet starting at 1:00 p.m.

GILEAD: Gilead His-
torical Society open every
Saturday 12 -3 p.m., 14
Depot St., Gilead, FMI call
(207) 836-2987.

RUMFORD: Celebrate
Recovery meetings, every
Thursday and Sunday at
6:30 p.m., Larry Labonte
Recovery Center, 412 Waldo
St., Rumford, free, FMI
contact Justin Teixeira at
207-393-7205 or Erika Teix-
eira at 207-418-7777.

BETHEL: Every
Wednesday, Story time at
the Bethel Library, 5 Broad
Street, Bethel, 10— 11a.m.

FARMINGTON: Nami

Farmington Family Sup-
port Group, for family and
friends of people living with
amental illness, 3rd Monday
of each month, 6:30-8 p.m.,
Maine Health Franklin
Hospital, 111 Franklin
Health Commons, Farming-
ton, Contact Louise (207)
592-9933 or Kathy (207)
318-1075

FARMINGTON: Farm-
ington Chess Club meets
every Tuesday from 6-8 pm
at the Parks and Rec Center,
127 Middle St., Farmington.
All skill levels are welcome.
FARMINGTON: St. Jo-
seph Nutrition Center, corner
of Quebec and Middle Street
(across from St. Joseph
Church) A “Blessing Box” in
front of the building. More
information or to help out:
(207) 778-2778.

JAY: St. Rose of Lima
Food Assistance, 1 Church
Street (Parish Hall) A
“Blessing Box” faces the
street in front of the building.
More information or to help
out: (207) 897-2173.

JAY: St. Rose of Lima
Community Meals, 1
Church Street (Parish
Hall), Community meals
offered on the first and third
Saturdays of the month from
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. For more
information or to help: (207)
897-2173.

MADISON: Music Jams
- Open Mic. 1stand 3rd Sun-
day of each month, 1-4 p.m.
Masonic Hall, Madison.

RANGELEY: The
Lakeside Contemporary Art
Gallery’s spring/summer
show, paintings by Ashton F.

ThermoPEX® pipe
parts & accessories

P 2 W E R

The Ultimate Wood Heat

Outdoor Wood and Wood Pellet Boilers

Maine’s oldest Central Boiler dealer

For a limited time, up to 56,000 rebate available from Efficiency Maine.

Independent e CALL: 207-946- 4444

www.independentpowermaine.com

Scam Alert Bulletin Board
AARP

used in busy public Wi-Fi areas.
If your screen freezes or a strange alert pops

Network

device.

Fraud Watch

Tech Support Scams
A new surge of tech support scams is threat-
ening consumers. Criminals use scary warning
pop-up messages, or cold calls pretending to be
a major software company to gain access to your

Many modern tech support alerts closely re-
semble real system warnings, making them dif-
ficult to detect at first glance. Vulnerable targets
include standalone home computers, tablets
used for online banking, and personal laptops

next.

up, pause before reacting. Reflect on what you
might have heard (or read) about scams that
start out like this. To clear the warnings, you may
have to shut down your device to get rid of them.
To help stay safe, keep your operating system
and antivirus software up to date. If you are con-
cerned that your device may be compromised,
get it checked out at a repair shop you trust.
Learn how to spot and avoid scams with
AARP Fraud Watch Network™. Suspect a scam?
Call our free helpline at 877-908-3360 and talk
to one of our fraud specialists about what to do

Need a scam prevention speaker for your
group? Click the link to fill out our online form
or send an email to me@aarp.org.

LeCraw, will run from May
29 - July 6th. All is welcome
& artwork is available for
purchase. LCAG is locat-
ed at 2493 Maine Street,
Rangeley & open Tues - Sat.
10 am. - 2 p.m. & during
theatre showing. Attps://
rangeleyarts.org/event/
lcag-artist-reception-ash-
ton-lecraw/ or call 207-864-
5000.

RUMFORD: Old School
Food Pantry, 115 Maine
Avenue, Wednesdays from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., For more
information or to help: (207)
364-4556 or email Shannon
at rvhccglover@gmail.com

FARMINGTON: Farm-
ington Grange has WWW,
Wednesday Welcome and
Warm Up, First and third
Wednesdays, November thru
April. Everyone is welcome,
10-2, coffee sweets, light
lunch, social time, projects,
games and puzzles. Grange
Hall is located at 124 Bridge
Street, West Farmington.
For more information call
Bonnie Clark 207-778-

1416

FARMINGTON:
Nine-ish- NA Meetings (In
Person), 9:15-10:30 a.m.,
Franklin Memorial Hospital,
111 Franklin Health Com-
mons, Farmington.

Food Addicts Meetings

FREE - Food addicts in
recovery meetings: Tues
Zoom and phone, Thurs
phone and Sun in person.

foodaddicts.org FMI call

GOLF TIPS

Here we are getting ready for another golf season; I’'m sure many of you have already
been playing. This is the time to work on one or two of the chronic mistakes that always

come up to ruin a round.

For some of you, it might be an infrequent hook or slice, putting problems, short game
blunders or whatever drives you nuts. If you can eliminate one or two of these, just think
of the improvement to your everyday scoring — sounds good to me.

As you know, golfis a difficult game. Trying to change the things adversely affecting
your game is also difficult, but going online to many golf websites or reading tips in
magazines can sometimes help. The best way to improve your game is to take some
lessons with an instructor you can communicate with; that’s the key. So good Iuck with

MAINE CALENDAR PAGE

If you are hosting a free community event and would
like it added to our calendar, please email your details to:
advertising@turnerpublishing.net and include: Date of
event; name of event; time of event; venue location; town;
contact phone number. Late submissions may not be pub-
lished. Emailed events are processed faster. Our Maine
Events calendar page is FREE for free community events.
Church, library and school event news is free on this page.
If you are a business and/or charging admission/fee, there
is a charge for a display ad on these pages. Email: adver-
tising@turnerpublishing.net. Call 207-225-2076 for pre-
payment options. Events for the Maine Events Calendar
should be received two weeks before the event in order to
be considered for publication. Please refer to our deadline
chart at this link for specific publication deadlines: www.
turnerpublishing.net/pdf/Deadlines.pdf

2X2 AD
THIS SIZE

Call 225-2076 or
email advertising(@,
turnerpublishing.net

for pricing on our

calendar page.

1X2AD
THIS SIZE

441-8002 or 623-1924.

Events for the Maine News
Calendar should be received
two weeks before the event
in order to be considered for
publication. Please refer to our
deadline chart at this link for
specific publication deadlines:

your new game improvement.

https://www.turnerpublishing.
net/pdf/Deadlines.pdf. Email
your event information to arti-
cles@turnerpublishing.net and
include: Date of event; name
of event; time of event; venue
location; town; contact phone
number. Late submissions may
not be published. Emailed
events are processed faster.
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Previously ran in June of 2017
wanted to be when she grew up.
big boat when I grow up.”

she couldn’t be a boat, ever. — Pauline and Lillie, of Auburn.

N | F B

When Lillie was six years old we were talking about what she
She thought about it and then replied, “A boat. I want to be a

I was stunned and trying to not laugh when [ explained why

Share the funniest thing your Kid or grandchild said this week!

As a three-year-old, our grandson Isaac, who is now
21, had spent many a summer day enjoying the beach
and water at the family camp at a lake. Nana and Grampa

decided to take Isaac to camp on a winter day to check

it out.

We parked and walked the 100 yards to the camp. When
we got there, the first thing Isaac said was, “Hey, where
did all the water go?”

Submit this form with your
Funniest Thing Kids Say conversation and
we will publish in an upcoming issue.

Name:

Address:
City:

Zip: E

State:

Email Address:

Phone:

Funny Things Kids Say

Turner Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Box 214, Turner, Maine 04282

Or email: FunnyThingsKidsSay@turnerpublishing.net

Of course, we knew the lake would be frozen and cov-
ered with snow, but he being young, didn’t.
— Clint of Anson.

Rangeley Congregational Church Women’s
Fellowship donates $12,000 to charity

RANGELEY - This past year, Rangeley Congregational
Church Women'’s Fellowship participated in two summer
festivals in Rangeley and our Annual Holly Fair, where
handmade crafts, Rada cutlery, jams, and baked goods were
sold. All proceeds from these events are donated to charity.
On Friday, May 8th, the women of the Rangeley Congre-
gational Church and our Women’s Fellowship community
met to distribute $12,000 to charity. Once again, we were
fortunate to be able to distribute donations to 15 wonderful
organizations, with a large percentage of these benefiting
people in the Rangeley region.

Following is a partial list of organizations which received

funds from our proceeds: Rangeley Meal Site, The Giving
Tree, Rangeley Library, Grandmother’s Purse, Rangeley
Ski Scholarship program, Sargent Family Community Fund
— Just One Day, Arbor House, Safe Voices of Farmington,
Andwell Health Partners, Western Maine Community Action,
Farmington Animal Rescue, and other national & interna-
tional charities.

The Rangeley Congregational Church Women'’s Fellow-
ship’s participation in summer festivals and Holly Fair have
generated proceeds which have benefited many organizations
for over 30 years. Since 2017, the Women’s Fellowship
organization has donated over $80,000 to charity.

2026 Maine Shrine Lobster Bowl a winner again

By Bill Van Tassel

LEWISTON - The annual Maine
Shrine Lobster Bowl was held at Lew-
iston High School on July 18 in front of
a huge, rain-soaked crowd of parents,
peers, grandparents and friends. The
traditional All-Star game of sorts fea-
tures some of the best recently graduated
senior players from schools throughout
the state, from York to Houlton.

The rain during the first half of the
game didn’t dampen the enthusiasm
of the fans, players or cheerleaders.
Like the players, the cheerleaders from
East and West high schools got together
during Lobster Bowl Week to practice
and get to know each other well. Six-
ty-plus schools nominated a few of their
top senior players and cheerleaders to

take part in the once-in-a-lifetime event,
with the final selection of athletes cho-
sen by the Maine Coaches Association.

The event has been held 35 times
since 1990 and has raised over a mil-
lion dollars for Shriners Hospitals. The
generosity of the fans and local Shrine
members in time and money contin-
ues to provide medical and therapeutic
treatment for thousands of young people
with orthopedic disabilities, burn inju-
ries and cleft palate conditions. Much of
this care is given regardless of a family’s
ability to pay.

Over the years the Western teams
have come out on top at winners, but the
point is not the scores or who wins. The
young people competing have a won-
derful time doing one of the things they

enjoy doing, whether it is occupying the
field or cheering for the crowd and the
East-West Teams. The winners are the
children who get the caring medical and
personal support from the Shriners Hos-
pital personnel. The 2026 event raised a
record $317,385.

Incidentally, the game was an out-
standing battle and fun to watch even in
the soaking first half. Some of the plays
looked almost college-level. The lead
went back and forth a little with the West
making an exciting, late comeback to
win 28-26. Before awards were passed
out, there were handshakes and hugs
happening amongst the players, cheer-
leaders and Shrine personnel that were
present all day to keep things organized
and moving along.

STATE OF.THE ART/SPORTS
PUB WITH BIG'SCREEN AND'""

HIGHTOPS."ALL WELCOMED.
ECRIVIASANDIKARAORKEIEVERYAWEER!

This year marks our 31st Annual Holly Fair which will
be held on November 21st at the Rangeley Congregational
Church Barn from 10 am to 2 pm. Please come and find our
tent at the 2026 Strawberry and Blueberry Festivals where
your purchases will continue to help us, help others.

With sincere gratitude, the Women’s Fellowship organi-
zation thanks the Rangeley community and summer visitors
for supporting our efforts this past year. We are grateful for
the opportunity to continue this important mission in 2026.

Bl

RANGELEY BUILDING
. REMODELING

Providing people who love Rangeley a place to enjoy for generations!

p——

www.rangeleybuilders.com
Cell 207-491-5142 Office 207-864-3925

Email: rangeleybuilders@msn.com

HE.CK S
QUi

L0V
Pub & Grub
Phone 864-5616 S G

Main St.; Rangeley.
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Metro

Fuel is a necessity
for millions of driv-
ers on the country’s
roadways. Accord-
ing to a recent report
from Experian Auto-
motive, approximate-
ly 1.4 percent of the
292.3 million cars
and trucks on the road
in the United States
in 2024 were electric.
Even though the num-
ber of EVs is rising,
there are still plenty
of people behind the
wheels of gas-pow-
ered vehicles that re-

If you would like to be in this special section,
contact your sales rep directly, or call the office at

Seasopgl Guide

(207) 225-2076 or email us at advertising@turnerpublishing.ne

q\

g.net \
g . -

quire routine fill-ups.

As of late March
2026, the national
average gas price in
the United States at
the same was $3.98
per gallon. When gas
prices rise due to var-
1ous factors, drivers
are increasingly inter-
ested in ways to con-
serve fuel and stretch
their dollars further.
Here are some ways
to mitigate rising gas
prices.

* Reduce your
speed. Driving at
moderate speeds

increases efficient
consumption of fuel.
Some vehicles may
feature an “ECO”
mode that optimiz-
es fuel consumption
by restricting engine
power, among other
changes, or notifies
the driver when they
are driving in a man-
ner that is using fuel
wisely. Driving above
50 miles per hour re-
duces fuel economy
considerably.

* Practice smooth
driving. Drivers
should avoid aggres-

4

,

>

=

ﬂ |
qﬂu,-

Scan the QR code
y to get started
L

SAVE 15% ON YOUR
- ELECTRICBILL TODAY

“l just signed up with Maine Community Solar after leaving a mes-
sage with them yesterday. My call was courteous, professional and
the agent was personable. (I had left messages with a couple of
other companies and they still haven't gotten back to me). The sign
up process was simple and took about 5 minutes. It will take a few
months before the process is complete, but another vendor had
given me a date sometime in the next calendar year. | am happy to
be doing this and dealing with a Maine company.”

Calllouriofficelin|Portland!atj207:888:3670/orvisit
www:mainecommunitysolariorgiforassistance’

or maintain

Join a local'solar farm.
When you'do,

You support local, renewable energy.

There’s nothing to buy, install,

Youjoin a free, state-backed program
Get a 950 gift card as a Thank You

Bob Barton
Westbrook

sive starts (gunning
it) and hard braking,
which can eat into
fuel efficiency. Let-
ting off the accelera-
tor early and coasting
to red lights or stop
signs helps.

* Rely on cruise
control. Cruise con-
trol helps maintain a
steady speed, which
can save fuel on high-
way travel.

 Keep tires in-
flated. Properly in-
flating tires to the
manufacturer’s rec-
ommended PSI can
improve fuel econ-

omy by roughly 0.6
percent to 3 percent
for most drivers, of-
fers the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy. Driv-
ing on tires that are
20 percent under-in-
flated can reduce fuel
economy by as much
as 10 percent. Re-
moving unnecessary
heavy items from the
vehicle also can help
to reduce drag.

* Limit idling and
combine trips. Turn
off the vehicle when
stopped for more than
a few minutes. When
running errands,
combine short trips

to keep the engine
warm, which is more
efficient.

 Skip the premium
fuel. Unless a vehicle
owner’s manual spe-
cifically recommends
filling up with premi-
um fuel, drivers will
not see an increase
in performance by
choosing this more
expensive option,
offers Progressive
Insurance. A person
will just be paying
more for premium,
which is always more
expensive than stan-
dard 87-octane fuel.
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Golfer’s Ability
¢ Practice Greens
* Driving Range

e Full Service Pro Shop

* STees on Each Hole to Match Any

A\

Weekly Golf League

Please visit our website for more info, video and
pictures! www.evergreengolfrangeley.net

GOLF CLASSES

ASK ABOUT

All Levelse
'Y
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Caryn Dryfuss

Morton & Furbish Real Estate

2478 Main St.
Rangeley

207-233-8275

Franklin
Savings Bank
Farmington * Wilton

Jay * Rangeley

Rumford « Skowhegan
Ellsworth

,m)/

¥\

Evergreen
Golf Club

www.evergreengolfrangeley.net

207-864-9055

! Hammond )
Lumber

Company

hammondlumber.com

1-800-HAMMOND

V R\
The
Maine
Lab

V N\
Independent
Power

Greene, Maine

207-946-4444

w N\
Tactical
Solutions

94 Stratton Rd
Rangeley ME

207-864-3474

ine
Community
Solar
R W M (I sl o O
207-888-3670

' N

\)
Portage
Tap House

www.portagetaphouse.com

207-864-9404

Powr Point
Generator Power
Systems

powrpoint.com

207-864-2787

P N
| Rangeley

Building
& Remodeling

www.rangeleybuilders.com

207-864-3925

Town
of
Rangeley

w" N\
Trail’s End

Steak House & Tavern

Eustis, ME

207-246-7511

Vﬂ&
The Umbrella
Factory

207-693-3988

3% Rocgevel Traill, Maples |

B N
| Rangeley

Health
& Wellness

25 Dallas Hill Rd., Rangeley

207-864-4397

A\

L8 8. 0800 0.8 8 8.8 & ¢

Did You
KNOW¢

* **** ****

How America
got 1ts name

As residents of the United States of America celebrate the nation’s two hundred and fiftieth
anniversary, some might be curious where the “America” portion of the country’s name comes
from. According to the Library of Congress, America is named after Italian explorer Amerigo
Vespucci. The LOC contends that Vespucci was the first to suggest that the lands Christopher
Columbus sailed to in 1492 were part of a separate continent. German mapmaker Martin
Waldseemiiller honored Vespucci's assertion in 1507, when he created a notable map that was the
first to depict the lands as a separate continent, naming the area “America,” which is a Latinized
version of “Amerigo.” That map is now part of the cartographic collections at the LOC, and is
sometimes referred to as “America’s Birth Certificate.”

2 8.2.0.80.2080 8208088080088 0888888088888 808088 8¢

w N\
Tactical
Solutions

94 Stratton Rd
Rangeley ME

207-864-3474

Mt. Blue
Mechanical

mtbluemech@gmail.com

207-500-6797

Ripley &
Fletcher

467 Wilton Rd.
Farmington

207-778-5607

w N
Tina Falasco,

LLMT

Rangeley, ME
207-864-5805

B\

New Hampshire
Liquor
& Wine Outlet

Lig noran dWineDwileds oom

N

Sports
Pub & Grub

b Sereet, Romgele y

207-864-5616

N




Page 6

Mountain Messenger

www.turnerpublishing.net

August 7th, 2026

B o LQ U o E Cs BuyingeLocalsUsed & ExtrasStuff

AL ANON MEETINGS

Is your life unhappy due
to the effects of someone’s
drinking? You are not alone!
Al Anon: Help for families
and friends of alcoholics.
Toll free: 800 498 1844.
Maine: 207 284 1844. AIS
(area information service) -

ais@maineafg.org.

EARTHLINK

Connect to the best wireless
home internet with EarthLink.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans up to
300 GB. Call 855-530-3127

GENERAC

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year  warranty  with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-207-405-2044 today to
schedule a free quote. Its
not just a generator. Its a

LEAF FILTER

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-
359-9904

OUR CLASSIFIED PAGE is FREE for free/swap items
or for non-business sales. There is a fee for business sales
or services. See below for sizes/rates. Different rates apply
for help wanted and real estate ads. Please call 225-2076
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of any applicable local, state, federal or foreign law or regulation is
prohibited. Turner Publishing, Inc. is not responsible nor liable for any
personal or professional services which are offered in its classifieds
section. All parties who post classified ads and all parties who elect to
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als listed are endorsed in any way by Turner Publishing, Inc.
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Legal Information

PO Box 214 * Turner, ME 04282
email: advertising@turnerpublishing.net * articles@turnerpublishing.net

The Mountain Messenger is published by Turner Publish-
ing Inc., P.O. Box 214, Turner, ME 04282-0214. Advertis-
ers and those wishing to submit articles of interest can call
1-207-225- 2076 or email articles@turnerpublishing.net.
Any views expressed within this paper do not necessarily
reflect those of this paper. This paper assumes no responsi-
bility for typographical errors that may occur, but will reprint,
at no additional cost, that part of any advertisement in which
the error occurs before the next issue’s deadline. This paper
also reserves the right to edit stories and articles submitted
for publication.

All content within our publication and on our website is for
educational and entertainment purposes only and should
not be considered personal, legal, or medical advice. In the
state of Maine, cannabis is intended for use by those 21 and
older, or 18 and older with a medical prescription. Both the
printed publication and website are intended for those over
the age of 21. If consuming, please keep out of the reach
of children. The Publisher assumes no responsibility for the
advertisements within this publication. We strive to ensure
the accuracy of the information published. The Publisher
cannot be held responsible for any consequences which
arise due to error or omissions. This paper is mailed on a
weekly basis, FREE to all postal customers of Strong, Avon,
Phillips, Madrid, Rangeley, and Oquossoc and the Planta-
tions of Dallas, Rangeley & Sandy River.
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After winning two Academy Awards with “Oppen-
heimer,” writer/producer/director Christopher Nolan
returns to grand-scale filmmaking with an epic story
that’s three thousand years in the making. Based on
Homer’s ancient poem, “The Odyssey” may have been
faithfully and loosely adapted in the past, but never in
such a Hollywood big-budget, ambitious fashion as this.
It is worth noting that Nolan and cinematographer Hoyte
van Hoytema shot the entire movie with IMAX film
cameras, which is a sign that you are not just watching
amovie; you are becoming part of the experience.

Many years after the end of the Trojan War, Odysseus
(Matt Damon) on his way home to Ithaca is stranded
on an island without any memory of how he got there.
His only companion is the beautiful and obsessive
Calypso (Charlize Theron), who nursed him back to
health by feeding him lotus flowers. Eventually, he
can recall leading his Greek army under the command
of Agamemnon (Benny Safdie) to overtake the city of
Troy from the Trojans but then faces many obstacles
on the journey back, including a giant cyclops, the
vengeful witch Circe (Samantha Morton), a trip to the
underworld, and the wrath of the gods.

Meanwhile, Queen Penelope (Anne Hathaway) is still
waiting for her husband’s return, though a large group
of suitors led by the slimy Antinous (Robert Pattinson)
are vying for her hand in marriage. However, her deter-
mined son Telemachus (Tom Holland), with the help of
half-blind Eumaeus (John Leguizamo), sneaked out of

the kingdom to sail with Mentor (Ryan Hurst) to find
his father. On a stop to Sparta’s kingdom of Menelaus
(Jon Bernthal), the king tells him he does not know if
his father is still alive but can recall fighting alongside
him in the fall of Troy before marrying Helen (Lupita
Nyong’0). As Odysseus finds his way back to his wife
and son, Antinous conspires with the other suitors to
take the Queen and the kingdom by force.

Those who know the story will tell that it had to
be condensed for the entirety of this three-hour film,
including minimizing the role of the goddess Athena
(Zendaya) to simply being Odysseus’ spiritual guide.
Still, the main core of the poem remains, and Nolan
does a very good job keeping a tight and concise fo-
cus on the journey itself, especially with his habit of
going back-and-forth with the timeline. There are just
enough necessary side characters to use, so that the film
wouldn’t feel too overstuffed. The writing and directing
are once again in full display in a top-notch manner that
it’s an unquestionable success.

Thanks to its IMAX photography, every frame looks
astounding and easily comes right out of the screen. It
also makes great use of its stunning locations, bringing
amore exotic flavor to this ancient tale. Since the direc-
tor likes to bring more practicality to his filmmaking,
there’s definitely some careful attention to both the
cinematography and the special effects to help com-
plement the story.

There’s also a nice balance between dialogue scenes
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and intense action sequences that are wonderfully placed
together to keep the flow of the story moving. The tone
is very consistent between the emotional drama and the
battle scenes, which brings home a thrilling experience
for the big screen. Everything naturally comes together
in the climactic fight scene between Odysseus and the
suitors that becomes a well-choreographed battle to
the death.

Like in his other films, Nolan put together an astonish-
ing all-star cast, who each give it their all successfully.
Damon may be playing the ancient hero equivalent of
Jason Bourne, but he’s still a very capable lead actor
honoring his character’s journey. Holland is equally at
his very best, as is Hathaway, giving a powerful perfor-
mance. Even Pattinson isn’t afraid to go a little extra mad
in his villainous role no matter what his scenes call for.
But while all their roles are small, Zendaya, Nyong’o,
and Theron each still bring a touch of elegance and
emotion to their portrayals.

Christopher Nolan has certainly made another winner
with “The Odyssey,” not just for the box office, but
also for the hearts and minds of filmgoers around the
world. Whether or not it will take home awards history
like “Oppenheimer” remains to be seen, though he still
made quite a near-perfect masterpiece of cinematic
proportions.

THE MOVIE’S RATING: R (for violence and some
language)

THE CRITIC’S RATING: 4 Stars (Out of Four)
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