
By Dan Rhodes 
No Mainer needs to be 

reminded of the absolute 
gift of this state’s natural 
splendor. Even the simple 
privilege of breathing fresh 
air might seem trivial, but 
there are many places where 
even clean air is a novelty. 
I have visited places where, 
in their drawings, school-
children color the sky brown 
or yellow, reflecting their 
daily reality because of ram-
pant air pollution. Even to-
day, when I’m on the trail on 
a crisp Maine morning, the 
sun is climbing, and the sky 
is a perfect shade of deep-
est blue, I think about those 
kids. 

Nowhere is perfect, and 
even someone not from 
Maine can see it has its 
own share of real, press-
ing issues. But still, I am 
constantly in awe of this 
land, of this seeming sanc-
tuary of greenery, rivers, 
beaches, and mountains. 
Maine’s tradition of public 
access to land fosters col-
lective appreciation of these 
gifts. While not unique in 
the world, this (excellent) 
tradition is new to me. Dif-
ferent places call it differ-
ent things, but ultimately, 
what it comes down to is 
the “right to wander.” 

Of course, there are ex-
ceptions, and access to pri-
vate land, especially, is con-
ditioned on the landowner’s 
knowledge and permission. 
I would never argue land-
owners don’t have a right 
to determine who comes and 
goes on their own land, but I 
applaud every private land-
owner who commits to hon-
oring this tradition. When 
the dreaded “Posted” signs 
pop up in a place that was 
previously accessible, it has 

a real and tangible impact 
on everyone in the commu-
nity. Whether new landown-
ers are simply unaware of 
Maine’s tradition of public 
access or old landowners 
have a grudging change of 
heart because land users 
abused their goodwill, the 
result is the same: some-
thing shared is lost, and the 
wild we can wander gets 
just a bit smaller. 

So many Mainers have 
an interest in seeing public 
access continue, but even 
so, over time, more Posted 
signs appear. There is a very 
real race going on between 
those who would preserve 
and enshrine public access, 
and those who (for whatever 
reason) decide to take that 
access away, to keep it for 
themselves. But for every 
Posted sign that goes up, 
countless other noteworthy 
accomplishments are pre-
serving public access. I’m 
proud to support the High 
Peaks Alliance and groups 
like them in leading this ef-
fort throughout Maine. 

It’s not my place to tell 
Mainers what they have: 
you know already, and bet-
ter than I ever will. But hav-
ing lived in so many other 
places where the expectation 
is that anything other than 
your own land (if any) and 
public spaces are strictly 
off limits, I do hope Main-
ers recognize how fragile 
this endowment of natural 
beauty is, and that the dan-
ger is not sudden change but 
rather the slow erosion of 
access, heralded by simple 
signs that read “Posted.” 
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SOMEONE FORGOT TO TREAT YOU TO A MASSAGE 
CUT THIS OUT AND REMIND THEM

Tragedy of the “Posted” Commons

Submitted photo
HPA’s Lead Rec Ranger, Matt Kusper, of Rangeley, removing Posted signs from the newly conserved lands in Barnjum.
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MAINE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
If you are hosting a free community event and would 

like it added to our calendar, please email your details to:  
advertising@turnerpublishing.net and include: Date of 
event; name of event; time of event; venue location; town; 
contact phone number. Late submissions may not be pub-
lished. Emailed events are processed faster. Our Maine 
Events calendar page is FREE for free community events. 
Church, library and school event news is free on this page. 
If you are a business and/or charging admission/fee, there 
is a charge for a display ad on these pages. Email: adver-
tising@turnerpublishing.net. Call 207-225-2076 for pre-
payment options. Events for the Maine Events Calendar 
should be received two weeks before the event in order to 
be considered for publication. Please refer to our deadline 
chart at this link for specifi c publication deadlines: www.
turnerpublishing.net/pdf/Deadlines.pdf

1X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

2X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

MAINE CALENDAR PAGE

Call 225-2076 or 
email advertising@
turnerpublishing.net 

for pricing on our 
calendar page.

JULY

July 26 — Leavitt Institute 
Class of 1963 will observe 
the 63rd class reunion on 
July 26, 2026 at the home 
of Dale Talbot. Come and 
get aquainted again with our 
classmates (family). It will be 
a great time. Contact Dale at 
207-251-5788 or Marion at 
207-946-5579. 

July 26 - Concert at 
Norcross Point, Bella Ann, 
2-4 p.m., Norcross Point, 
Bowdoin St., Winthrop, 
FMI call 458-5485 or www.
concertsatnorcrosspoint.com.

AUGUST

Aug 2 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, Calypso Soldiers, 
2-4 p.m., Norcross Point, 
Bowdoin St., Winthrop, 
FMI call 458-5485 or www.
concertsatnorcrosspoint.com.

Aug 9 – Concert at 
Norcross Point, The DE 
Experience, 2-4 p.m., Nor-
cross Point, Bowdoin St., 
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485 
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com. 

August 12 - Mosher Hill 
Falls Community Forest 

(Farmington), 10 a.m., 200-
acre community woodland 
with an informal loop trail 
featuring a 45-foot waterfall, 
conifers, and wetlands, ongo-
ing High Peaks Alliance con-
servation project, registration 
is free but required, as space 
is limited, https://secure.qgiv.
com/for/highpeaksalliance/
event/woodswalks/.

Aug 16 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, LQH, 2-4 p.m., 
Norcross Point, Bowdoin St., 
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485 
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com. 

August 16 – Leavitt Area 
High School Class of 1976 
50 Year Reunion, 1-4 p.m., 
Highlands Golf Course, 
Turner, dress code casual, 
no fee to attend (food and 
beverages will be available 
for purchase), RSVP on the 
LAHS Facebook page or text 
to (207) 649-1247. 

Aug 23 - Concert at Nor-
cross Point, Katie Daggett 
& Ed Desjardins, 2-4 p.m., 
Norcross Point, Bowdoin St., 
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485 
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com. 

Aug 30 - Concert at 
Norcross Point, Keiyana 

Marie Trinidad, 2-4 p.m., 
Norcross Point, Bowdoin St., 
Winthrop, FMI call 458-5485 
or www.concertsatnorcros-
spoint.com.

MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

OQUOSSOC:  Rangeley 
Region Skeet and Trap Asso-
ciation (RRS&TA) announc-
es its 2025 shooting schedule, 
welcoming members and 
visitors to experience clay 
shooting sports, Wednesday: 
Trap and Skeet starting at 
4:00 p.m., Thursday: Sport-
ing Clays and Skeet starting 
at 4:00 p.m., Saturday: Five 
Stand and Skeet starting at 
10:00 a.m., Sunday: Trap and 
Skeet starting at 1:00 p.m.

FARMINGTON: Nami 
Farmington Family Support 
Group, for family and friends 
of people living with a mental 
illness, 3rd Monday of each 
month, 6:30-8 p.m., Maine 
Health Franklin Hospital, 111 
Franklin Health Commons, 
Farmington, Contact Louise 
(207) 592-9933 or Kathy 
(207) 318-1075

MADISON: Music Jams 
- Open Mic. 1st and 3rd Sun-

day of each month, 1-4 p.m. 
Masonic Hall, Madison.

RANGELEY: The 
Lakeside Contemporary Art 
Gallery’s spring/summer 
show, paintings by Ashton F. 
LeCraw, will run from May 
29 - July 6th. All is welcome 
& artwork is available for 
purchase. LCAG is located at 
2493 Maine Street, Rangeley 
& open Tues - Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. & during theatre show-
ing. https://rangeleyarts.
org/event/lcag-artist-recep-
tion-ashton-lecraw/ or call 
207-864-5000. 

FARMINGTON: 
Nine-ish- NA Meetings (In 
Person), 9:15-10:30 a.m., 
Franklin Memorial Hospital, 
111 Franklin Health Com-
mons, Farmington. 

Food Addicts Meetings
FREE - Food addicts in re-

covery meetings: Tues Zoom 
and phone, Thurs phone and 
Sun in person. foodaddicts.
org FMI call 441-8002 or 
623-1924

Events for the Maine News 
Calendar should be received 
two weeks before the event 
in order to be considered for 
publication. Please refer to our 
deadline chart at this link for 

specific publication deadlines: 
https://www.turnerpublishing.
net/pdf/Deadlines.pdf. Email 
your event information to 
articles@turnerpublishing.
net and include: Date of event; 

name of event; time of event; 
venue location; town; contact 
phone number. Late submis-
sions may not be published. 
Emailed events are processed 
faster.
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CALL: 207-946-4444
www.independentpowermaine.com

The Ultimate Wood Heat 
Outdoor Wood and Wood Pellet Boilers
Easy to operate
and easy to maintain

Maine’s oldest Central Boiler dealer

GREENE
MAINE

*

Rebate

Up to

$ , 0ThermoPEX® pipe
parts & accessories

For a limited time, up to $6,000 rebate available from Effi  ciency Maine.

NEED A JOB?
NEED TO HIRE HELP?

Check out the Turner Publishing, Inc. Jobs Board at

www.mainejobstoday.com

Championship Quality Course

Weekly Golf League
Please visit our website for more info, video and 

pictures! www.evergreengolfrangeley.net

• 5 Tees on Each Hole to Match Any 
Golfer’s Ability

• Practice Greens
• Driving Range
• Full Service Pro Shop

Dallas Hill Rd., toward Saddleback Mountain, 864-9055 or 864-3612

ASK ABOUT 
GOLF CLASSES

All Levels

George Buck, 
Evergreen Golf Club

Shaping the height of golf shots is how every advanced player adjusts when play-
ing in different conditions. For example, when it is windy (nearly all the time in 
Florida) you must be able to adjust ball f light. One easy way is to move the ball to 
the front of your stance when trying to hit it higher. Alternatively, moving it back in 
your stance will lower the ball f light. Another way to hit it higher is to lower your 
back shoulder to change your spine angle. Leveling your shoulders will help you to 
hit it lower. I hope these tips can help you on a day when the wind picks up or when 
you are trying to shape a shot.

Evergreen Golf Club 
Tip of the Week

Rangeley Fly Fishing Festival

Those outdoorsmen and 
women who have been there 
would rarely give you an 
argument if you contend-
ed that Rangeley, Maine is 
ground zero for those whose 
passion is to cast a long line 
on the Magallaway River or 
the Kennebago. So, it was 
fitting recently that the 5th 
annual White Nose Pete Fly 
Fishing Festival took place 
at the historic Rangeley Inn 
and Tavern. 

Who the heck is White 
Nose Pete? It is a fish, a pure-
ly fictional big trout that, as 
the story goes, haunts the 
pocket waters of the fabled 
Rapid River, a real hook-
jawed, fat-bellied slober-
knocker! Legend holds that 
a few trout men have hooked 
him long enough to see his 
white nose, but never long 
enough to get him anywhere 
near the net. 

Sponsored by the Range-
ley Lakes Region Chamber 
of Commerce, the festival 
was a two-day affair with 
lots to see and do. And a 
great chance to get caught 
up with old friends and make 
some new ones. Friday night 
at the Inn, two well-known 
and unforgettable fly-fish-
ing characters had their 
names added to the Fly-Fish-
ing Legends Honor Board. 
The new inductees were 
Rangeley guide Herb Ellis 

and angler and artist Dave 
Tibbetts. Both men follow 
in the long shadows cast by 
such local and even nation-
al angling icons as Flyrod 
Crosby and Carrie Stevens, 
not to mention Herb Welch, 
Don Palmer, Ed Grant, Bud 
Wilcox and others. 

Following the induction, a 
live auction was held, hosted 
by the always witty and sar-
donic Bill Pierce. A pile of 
money was raised from the 
donated items. My newest 
trout watercolor painting ti-
tled ‘‘Rapid River Runner,” 
which retailed for $195.00 
and sold for $400. Also auc-
tioned off were some marvel-
ous prints by Dave Tibbetts 
and the late David Footer. 

The festival kicked off 
Saturday morning in full 
force, despite a light driz-
zle. Many of the vendors 
set up their displays in the 
Inn while others were under 
tents outside. 

For me, one of the most 
remarkable and eye-catch-
ing displays was a number 
of brook trout mounts by the 
late David Footer. Footer’s 
son was on hand to answer 
questions about the back-
ground of the impressive 
trout; many caught in Lab-
rador or Quebec. Footer was 
a rare combination of superb 
taxidermist and fine artist. 
His trout under glass are alive 

like no other board mounted 
brookies you will ever see. 

While a friend looked af-
ter my Northwoods Sporting 
Journal vending table, I took 
a break and sat in on a won-
derful and informative slide 
presentation by guide and 
outdoor writer Bob Roma-
no. Bob, an Italian from the 
Bronx, showed up in Range-
ley to fish more than 40 years 
ago and never left the West-
ern Mountains. He is as col-
orful as he is informed about 
Rangeley and its precious 
fishery. Romano surveyed 
area guides and asked them 
to name their favorite two 
flies. He also chatted about 

why these flies got top 
billing with the Rangeley 
fishing guides. As you might 
suspect, no two guides think 
alike when it comes to their 
go to flies. Angler/ historian 
Leslie Hilyard, for example, 
hoves to the Green Beauty 
and the Jitterbug. 

What’s a Jitterbug? It was 
news to me. Sounds like a bass 
bug, but it is a serious trout fly, 
and surprisingly it was tied 
and created by the boss lady 
herself, Carrie Stevens! 

What I also learned was 
that a highly effective wet 
fly is the Hare’s Ear. Bob 
Romano swears by it. The 
only Hare’s Ear I ever used 
or heard of is the Hare’s Ear 
nymph, which is almost as 

popular as a Copper John. 
Isaac Walton, or some 

other angling forebear, ob-
served that angling is much 
like mathematics in that it 
can never be fully learnt. 
And as you know, if you fish 
that is part of the fun of it all. 
The Rangeley Lakes Region 
White Nose Pete Fly Fish-
ing Festival is a gathering 

of more than just interesting 
and convivial souls. It is a 
treasure trove of the most 
seasoned and experienced 
anglers in Maine. And they 
will talk to you. 

In 12 months, Rangeley 
will do it all over again. Put 
it on your calendar. It is well 
worth the drive. 

The author is editor of 

the Northwoods Sporting 
Journal. He is also a Maine 
Guide and host of a weekly 
radio program “Maine Out-
doors” heard Sundays at 7 
p.m. on The Voice of Maine 
News-Talk Network. He has 
authored three books. On-
line purchase information is 
available at www.sporting-
journal.com, Outdoor Book 

maine outdoors V. Paul Reynolds

Submitted photos
A Quebec brookie mounted by the late David Footer.

A large scale version of the fabled, elusive trout, White Nose Pete. Rangeley guide and outdoor writer Bob Romano and his wife Trish chat-
ting with Mary at the Fly-Fishing Festival.
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WESTERN MOUNTAINS’ 
MOST TRUSTED 

STANDBY GENERATOR
DEALER

207.864.2787
POWRPOINT.COM

Titanium Bold Dealer

Call Paul Rizzo

RANGELEY - Three grad-
uating seniors from Rangeley 
Lakes Regional School have 
been awarded scholarships 
totaling $20,000 through lo-
cal scholarship programs. 

Shirley Truland was award-
ed the Seasonal Friends 
of Rangeley Scholarship, 
while Ollie Sherrer earned 
the Rangeley Lakes Region 
Legacy Scholarship. Emma 
Grant was awarded the Sea-
sonal Friends of Rangeley 
Trades Scholarship.  

Truland will receive a 
$10,000 multi-year scholar-
ship, while Sherrer and Grant 
will each receive $5,000 in 
scholarship support. 

A standout student through-
out high school, Shirley Tru-
land completed advanced 
coursework, held leadership 
positions and participated 
in numerous extracurricular 
activities. Through classes at 
Haystack Mountain School 
of Crafts and early childhood 
education programs, she dis-
covered a passion for both art 
and teaching. She plans to at-

tend a four-year art college in 
Massachusetts before pursu-
ing a master’s degree in early 
childhood education. 

Ollie Sherrer received 
the Rangeley Lakes Region 
Legacy Scholarship, which 
is supported by local resi-
dents of the area, as well as 
individuals who wish to do-
nate in memory or in honor 
of someone. She has earned 
acceptance to a Maine art 
and design college. Through 
her studies at Foster’s Career 
and Technical Education in 
Farmington, she developed 

the confidence and skills 
needed to pursue her goals. 
Sherrer plans to study illus-
tration and pursue a career as 
a professional illustrator.  

Emma Grant, a Rangeley 
native, was recognized for 
her strong academic per-
formance, college course-
work and work experience. 
She plans to study diagnos-
tic medical sonography in 
Maine or Massachusetts and 
hopes to return to the Range-
ley area as a sonography 
technician. 

Recent donors to the 

Rangeley Lakes Region 
Legacy Scholarship include: 
Anonymous, Garrett Brown 
& Andy Chapin (in memo-
ry of Jim & Peggy Chapin), 
Allan & Lydia Brownlow, 
Geraldine Bush, Dennis & 
Constance Copp, Marilyn 
Dill (in memory of John R. 
Dill), Lakeside Convenience, 
Joanne & Colin Doherty, 
James & Ellen Geithman, 
Steven LeBlanc (in memory 
of Paul (Pumel) LeBlanc), 
Art & Belinda Ledue, Doro-
thy Marsocci (in memory of 
Kathleen Murray), Joseph & 

Gail Purington, The Range-
ley Inn & Tavern, Heidi So-
rensen, Cheryl Strohmeier, 
Telesis, Sidney Wade and 
Christine & Brian Wargo. 

The Directors of the Sea-
sonal Friends of Rangeley 
scholarship program are Del-
aney Arbore, Student Ser-
vices Coordinator, Range-
ley Lakes Regional School; 
Traci Lavoie, Assistant Town 
Manager; Leslie Walton, 
Branch Supervisor, Franklin 
Savings Bank; and one anon-
ymous seasonal resident. 

Contributions to the Sea-
sonal Friends of Rangeley 
Scholarship and the Range-
ley Lakes Region Legacy 
Scholarship, which are tax 
deductible, may be sent 
to PO Box 321, Rangeley, 
Maine 04970. (If making a 
donation in memory or honor 
of someone, please include 
their name with donation.) 
Donors receive a receipt for 
tax purposes and the thanks 
of the deserving students 
who benefit from this very 
worthwhile program. 

Rangeley scholarship recipients 

Emma Grant Ollie Sherrer Shirley Truland
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approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 
559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, 
MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 
179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

+
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
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www.rangeleybuilders.com 
Cell 207-491-5142 Offi  ce 207-864-3925
Email: rangeleybuilders@msn.com

Providing people who love Rangeley a place to enjoy for generations!
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Phone 864-5616Phone 864-5616
Main St., RangeleyMain St., Rangeley

 STATE OF THE ART SPORTS  STATE OF THE ART SPORTS 
PUB WITH BIG SCREEN AND PUB WITH BIG SCREEN AND 

HIGH TOPS. ALL WELCOMED. HIGH TOPS. ALL WELCOMED. 
TRIVIA AND KARAOKE EVERY WEEK!TRIVIA AND KARAOKE EVERY WEEK!

Receive a free 5−year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 207−405−2044 to  
schedule your free quote!

Mourning Maine’s Dead:
Victorian Hair Jewelry & Crafts 

RANGELEY - In 
19th-century Maine, 
death was ever present. 
To grapple with loss, 
Victorian Mainers could 
turn to art and craft to 
mourn and remember 
their loved ones. Their 
material of choice was 
human hair. Mary Baker 
made a good living craft-
ing flowers, wreaths, 
and jewelry from human 
hair. Her Portland home-
based business tapped 
into a national craze for 
Victorian hair jewelry, 
which not only memori-
alized the dead but also 
connected to the living. 
From snips of a loved 
one’s hair in a locket, to 
braided hair friendship 
rings exchanged between 
schoolgirls, to a large-
scale wreath of flowers 
containing the hair of an 
entire family, Mainers 
embraced hair art as a 
symbol of mourning the 
dead and celebrating the 
living. 

On Wednesday, July 

22nd, at 6:00 PM, Dr. 
Elizabeth DeWolfe 
will be speaking at the 
Rangeley Public Li-
brary. Elizabeth De-
Wolfe is Professor of 
History at the University 
of New England where 
she teaches courses in 
women’s history, archi-
val research, and Ameri-
can culture. Dr. DeWolfe 
is a historical detective: 
she hunts archives for 
the traces of ordinary 
women, piecing togeth-
er their all-but-forgotten 
lives from faint clues. 

Dr. DeWolfe’s lat-
est work, Alias Agnes: 
The Notorious Tale of a 
Gilded Age Spy, reveals 
the tale of a Maine ste-
nographer turned un-
dercover detective. Her 
previous work includes 
the award-winning book 
The Murder of Mary 
Bean which illustrates 
the great opportunities 
as well as the dangers 
for young women work-
ing in the textile mills 

of the 1830s and 1840s. 
DeWolfe has also writ-
ten about the Shakers, 
Victorian hair jewelry 
makers, and a Maine 

woman’s battle with 
bullfrogs in the Great 
Depression. 

This program is of-
fered free of charge, but 

we request that you sign 
up so that we may know 
how many people are 
coming. Please stop by 

the library, call (207)864-
5529, or RSVP on our 
website www.rangeley-
library.org. 

Dr. Elizabeth DeWolfe
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FARMINGTON – The 
Mt. Blue Area Garden Club 
awarded three Community 
Grants this year, expanding 
the program beyond a single 
annual grant. Inspired by the 
quality of this year’s applica-
tions, the club awarded $1,500 
in three grants to support 
projects that beautify public 
spaces, strengthen communi-
ty connections, and promote 
environmental stewardship. 

The Community Grant Pro-

gram was introduced last year 
to support beautification and 
community gardening proj-
ects throughout the Mt. Blue 
region. Its inaugural grant 
helped the Farmington Public 
Library complete a landscape 
redesign that removed inva-
sive plants and replaced them 
with native species, creating 
a more welcoming, environ-
mentally sustainable entrance. 
Building on that success, the 
club expanded the program 

this year by awarding three 
grants. 

“This year’s applications 
demonstrated just how many 
meaningful projects are hap-
pening throughout our area,” 
said Lisa Laflin, Chair of the 
Community Grant Commit-
tee. “We were delighted to 
support three organizations 
and help bring their ideas to 
life.” 

The 2026 MBAGC Com-
munity Grant recipients are: 

Cape Cod Hill 
Community School 

(New Sharon) 
Students and staff at Cape 

Cod Hill Community School 
will revitalize the school’s 
front entrance with colorful 
native plantings, creating a 
vibrant and welcoming first 
impression for students, fami-
lies, and visitors. The school’s 
student-led Seed Squad al-
ready completed community 
planting projects at locations 
including the Holman House 
and the Franklin County 
Courthouse, and this project 
continues with that tradition 
of community stewardship. 

Work First, Inc. 
(Farmington) 

Work First will create a 
welcoming garden around its 
new Little Free Library and 
transform an existing gazebo 
into an inviting outdoor read-
ing space. The project includes 
raised planting beds, flowers, 
shrubs, and containers that 
will encourage visitors to stop, 
read, and enjoy the landscape 
while supporting the organiza-
tion’s mission of serving adults 
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. 

UMF Campus & 
Community Garden 

(Farmington) 
The University of Maine at 

Farmington Campus & Com-
munity Garden will use its grant 
to repair greenhouse doors and 
ventilation systems, improving 

accessibility and extending the 
garden’s ability to grow food 
and pollinator plants. Operated 
entirely through grants, dona-
tions, and fundraising, the gar-
den has produced hundreds of 
pounds of fresh vegetables for 
local food pantries while also 
serving as an educational re-
source, community gathering 
space, and volunteer site for 
Master Gardener Volunteers. 

 The Mt. Blue Area Garden 
Club established its Commu-
nity Grant Program to encour-
age beautification projects that 
enhance public spaces and 
promote environmental stew-
ardship throughout the Mt. 
Blue region. Applications for 
the 2027 Community Grant 
Program will be accepted be-

ginning early next year, with 
an April 1 deadline. Eligible 
applicants include nonprofit 
organizations, schools, busi-
nesses, and community groups 
located in Farmington, Wil-
ton, Chesterville, New Sha-
ron, New Vineyard, Temple, 
Starks, Vienna, and Weld. 

The Mt. Blue Area Garden 
Club is a member of the Gar-
den Club Federation of Maine 
and National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. The club promotes gar-
dening in all its phases, civic 
beautification, conservation, 
and community education 
throughout western Maine. 
New members and guests are 
always welcome. More infor-
mation is available at www.
mtbluegardenclub.org. 

SAVE 15% ON YOUR SAVE 15% ON YOUR 
ELECTRIC BILL TODAYELECTRIC BILL TODAY

“I just signed up with Maine Community Solar after leaving a mes-
sage with them yesterday. My call was courteous, professional and 
the agent was personable. (I had left messages with a couple of 
other companies and they still haven’t gotten back to me). The sign 
up process was simple and took about 5 minutes. It will take a few 
months before the process is complete, but another vendor had 
given me a date sometime in the next calendar year. I am happy to 
be doing this and dealing with a Maine company.”

Bob Barton
Westbrook

Call our offi  ce in Portland at 207-888-3670 or visit Call our offi  ce in Portland at 207-888-3670 or visit 
www.mainecommunitysolar.org for assistance.www.mainecommunitysolar.org for assistance.

Scan the QR code 
to get started Join a local solar farm. Join a local solar farm. 

When you do,When you do,
You support local, renewable energyYou support local, renewable energy

There’s nothing to buy, install, There’s nothing to buy, install, 
or maintainor maintain

You join a free, state-backed programYou join a free, state-backed program

Get a $50 gift card as a Thank YouGet a $50 gift card as a Thank You

Scam Alert Bulle� n Board

Watch for Credit Card Skimming
With fuel pumps and ATM’s as frequent tar-

gets, a surge of skimming devices is threatening 
consumers. Criminals a� ach sophis� cated skim-
mers directly over legi� mate card slots or splice 
them into internal wiring to secretly record your 
fi nancial data.

Many modern skimming devices closely resem-
ble real hardware, making them diffi  cult to detect 
at fi rst glance. Vulnerable targets include stand-
alone ATM’s, una� ended retail checkout lines, 
and card terminals located in busy tourist areas.

The next � me you fi ll your tank or use a card 
terminal, inspect the machine closely for loose, 
bent, crooked, or scratched components. Pull 
fi rmly on the card slot or wiggle the keypad be-
fore inser� ng your card. If anything feels loose or 
altered, do not use it and no� fy an employee im-
mediately. To help stay safe, choose tap-to-pay 
op� ons or digital wallets over physical inser� on. 
Use credit cards for stronger fraud protec� ons.

Learn how to spot and avoid scams with 
AARP Fraud Watch Network™. Suspect a scam? 
Call our free helpline at 877-908-3360 and talk 
to one of our fraud specialists about what to do 
next.

Need a scam preven� on speaker for your 
group? Click the link to fi ll out our online form 
or send an email to me@aarp.org.

Betsy Sholl to read at 19th Ogden Poetry Gathering in Rangeley

Submitted photo
Betsy Sholl will read at the Og-
den Poetry Gathering on August 
1st at 3:30 p.m. in the Rangeley 
Public Library. Free and open to 
the public.

RANGELEY - On Sat-
urday, August 1st, lovers 
of poetry will gather at 
3:30 p.m. in the Range-
ley Public Library to 
honor poet Hugh Ogden 
(1937-2006), formerly of 
Poets’ Island, Rangeley. 
Betsy Sholl will be the 
featured poet at the 19th 
annual Hugh Ogden Me-
morial Poetry Gathering. 

 Sponsored by the 
Rangeley Public Library 
and the Ogden Poetry 
Gathering Committee, 
the event is free to all. 
Light refreshments will 
be served. Members of 

the Ogden family will 
begin the Gathering by 
reading poems written by 
their father and grandfa-
ther. Then, community 

members are invited to 
read a poem of Hugh’s 
or one of their own that 
attends to what meant 
so much to Hugh: the 
beauty and mystery of 
the world, and peace 
among all living things. 
A sign-up sheet will be 
available just before the 
start of the evening since 
time will be limited. 

 Betsy Sholl, former 
Poet Laureate of Maine 
from 2006 to 2011, hails 
from Portland. The po-
ems in her tenth collec-
tion of poetry—As If a 
Song Could Save You 

(University of Wiscon-
sin Press, 2022)—echo 
themes of family, music, 
joy, grief, and the natural 
world; the book is ded-
icated to her husband, 
Doug, who passed away 
during the COVID epi-
demic. Her ninth collec-
tion of poetry is House 
of Sparrows: New and 
Selected Poems (Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Press, 
2019), winner of the 
Four Lakes Prize. Her 
other awards include a 
Maine Book Award for 
Poetry, an NEA Fel-
lowship, and the Asso-

ciation for Writers and 
Poets’ Prize for Poetry. 
She is faculty emerita of 
the Master of Fine Arts 
in Writing Program of 
Vermont College of Fine 
Arts. Awarded the 2020 
Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award from Maine 
Writers and Publishers 
Alliance, Betsy also won 
the 2024 Solstice Liter-
ary Award in Poetry.  

 To purchase copies 
of Betsy’s books, please 
visit Books, Lines & 
Thinkers, 2513 Main 
Street, Rangeley (864-
4355). To read some of 

Betsy’s poems, visit her 
website. http://www.bet-
sysholl.com 

 Love for home and 
family as well as an 
appreciation for the ev-
eryday wonders of the 
world link Betsy Sholl 
and Hugh Ogden. Please 
join us to celebrate their 
poetry. If you can, please 
call the Rangeley Public 
Library at 864-5529 to 
reserve a seat. FMI con-
tact Peggy at 860- 0392 
or (myocom@gmu.edu) 
and visit http://margare-
tyocom.com/poetry 

Mt. Blue Area Garden Club awards three community grants 

Submitted photo
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OUR CLASSIFIED PAGE is FREE for free/swap items 
or for non-business sales. There is a fee for business sales 
or services. See below for sizes/rates. Diff erent rates apply 
for help wanted and real estate ads. Please call 225-2076 
for rates. Or email: advertising@turnerpublishing.net

1X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

2X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

DISCLAIMER: Readers should determine the value of services/
products advertised in this publication before any exchange of money 
or personal information takes place. Turner Publishing, Inc.’s classi-
fied ads service may be used only for lawful purposes. The  violation 
of any applicable local, state, federal or foreign law or regulation is 
prohibited. Turner Publishing, Inc. is not responsible nor liable for any 
personal or professional services which are offered in its classifieds 
section. All parties who post classified ads and all parties who elect to 
utilize the services posted assume full liability. None of the individu-
als listed are endorsed in any way by Turner Publishing, Inc.

Call 225-2076 or 
email advertising@
turnerpublishing.

net for pricing on our 
classifi ed page.

PO Box 214 • Turner, ME 04282
email: advertising@turnerpublishing.net • articles@turnerpublishing.net

The Mountain Messenger is published by Turner Publish-
ing Inc., P.O. Box 214, Turner, ME 04282-0214. Advertis-
ers and those wishing to submit articles of interest can call 
1-207-225- 2076 or email articles@turnerpublishing.net. 
Any views expressed within this paper do not necessarily 
refl ect those of this paper. This paper assumes no responsi-
bility for typographical errors that may occur, but will reprint, 
at no additional cost, that part of any advertisement in which 
the error occurs before the next issue’s deadline. This paper 
also reserves the right to edit stories and articles submitted 
for publication.
All content within our publication and on our website is for 
educational and entertainment purposes only and should 
not be considered personal, legal, or medical advice. In the 
state of Maine, cannabis is intended for use by those 21 and 
older, or 18 and older with a medical prescription. Both the 
printed publication and website are intended for those over 
the age of 21. If consuming, please keep out of the reach 
of children. The Publisher assumes no responsibility for the 
advertisements within this publication. We strive to ensure 
the accuracy of the information published. The Publisher 
cannot be held responsible for any consequences which 
arise due to error or omissions. This paper is mailed on a 
weekly basis, FREE to all postal customers of Strong, Avon, 
Phillips, Madrid, Rangeley, and Oquossoc and the Planta-
tions of Dallas, Rangeley & Sandy River.
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B•L•U•E•SB•L•U•E•S  Buying•Local•Used & Extra•StuffBuying•Local•Used & Extra•Stuff

JOB DESCRIPTION:
Work from home of�ice or company of�ice. Base plus com-

missions on sales.  This position is customer service and com-
munity focused and is responsible for generating advertising 
sales. You will be connecting with advertisers, businesses 
and the community via phone, email, Zoom, and in-person.  
Prospecting sales opportunities and selling print, digital ads, 
and direct mail �lyers is the primary function of this position. 
Primary territory is Maine. Being involved and knowing the 
community is very important to the success of this position. 
The perfect candidate for this position must have a winning 
attitude and be competitive by nature and have the strong 
desire to help grow and nurture businesses and community. 
Knowledge of direct mail marketing and digital marketing 
is helpful. Must have 5 years sales experience, preferably 
in advertising or media. Must have a working knowledge of 
computer software programs such as Microsoft Of�ice,  social 
media platforms and database systems. Must be organized 
and detailed. Must have a home computer or laptop, printer, 
cell phone and a dependable car and a valid driver’s license. 
Opportunities for Sales Management is a natural progression 
for this position and anyone with sales and marketing skills 
in the media world should apply. We are an EOE. Full bene�its 
included.

ABOUT THE COMPANY. Turner Publishing Inc. is the larg-
est direct mail, “Good Community News” publishers in Maine. We 
publish 20 Total Market Saturation, “Good Community News” 
Publications. We mail to over to 200,000 mailboxes in Maine and 
reach over 607,000 readers. Our publications are also accessible 
FREE online. In our magazine division, we publish one of the 
strongest state of the art cannabis magazines and a Maine craft 
brew magazine. We are a Maine, family owned business who have 
been supporting the communities we serve for over 30 years. We 
offer full bene�its and company perks. If interested in learning 
more, please call 207-225-2076, or send resume to jobs@turner-
publishing.net

Ready for some fun? Do you enjoy being a part of your 
community, spreading Good News, being creative and 

helping businesses grow? Then this job is for you!

HELP
WANTED

SALE/MARKETING 
CONSULTANT

• You can find us free online at www.turnerpublishing.net
• You can find us at one of your local grocery stores while supplies last 
• You can pick one up at our office in Turner

To serve you better-not only do we mail 
our good news publications to your mailbox:

Is your life unhappy due
to the eff ects of someone’s
drinking? You are not alone! 
Al Anon: Help for families
and friends of alcoholics.
Toll free: 800 498 1844.   
Maine:    207 284 1844. AIS 
(area information service) - 
ais@maineafg.org.

AL ANON MEETINGS EARTHLINK
Connect to the best wireless 
home internet with EarthLink. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans up to 
300 GB. Call 855-530-3127.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 208-7353 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (855) 208-7353

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-208-7353
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 208-7353.
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2026 MONMOUTH FAIR2026 MONMOUTH FAIR 

Bill Van Tassel photos
Team leader Brody Libby controlling his team of Belgian work horses, Dylan and J.J. They were competing in the Monmouth Fair’s 3000-3500 
pound 12-foot percentage pull on the Fair’s final day. They’re pulling 6400 pounds of stone.

Enjoying the Monmouth Fair Carousel ride with the help of her mother Lauren 
is Ava Morrison of Gardiner. A nice Saturday of June 27 saw a good crowd at the 
“Little Fair with a lot of Pull.”

This lineup of beautiful, Belgian draft horses resting while they await their turns in the Pull Ring at the Monmouth Fair 
on June 27.

One of many 4-H club displays at the 2026 Monmouth Fair; This prize-winning booth makes note of our nation’s 250 
Anniversary of Independence from England.

Rangeley Congregational Church Women’s 
Fellowship donates $12,000 to charity 

RANGELEY - This 
past year, Rangeley 
Congregational Church 
Women’s Fellowship 
participated in two 
summer festivals in 
Rangeley and our An-
nual Holly Fair, where 
handmade crafts, Rada 
cutlery, jams, and baked 
goods were sold. All 
proceeds from these 
events are donated to 
charity. On Friday, May 

8th, the women of the 
Rangeley Congrega-
tional Church and our 
Women’s Fellowship 
community met to dis-
tribute $12,000 to chari-
ty. Once again, we were 
fortunate to be able to 
distribute donations 
to 15 wonderful orga-
nizations, with a large 
percentage of these 
benefiting people in the 
Rangeley region. 

Following is a par-
tial list of organizations 
which received funds 
from our proceeds: 
Rangeley Meal Site, The 
Giving Tree, Rangeley 
Library, Grandmother’s 
Purse, Rangeley Ski 
Scholarship program, 
Sargent Family Com-
munity Fund – Just One 
Day, Arbor House, Safe 
Voices of Farmington, 
Andwell Health Partners, 

Western Maine Commu-
nity Action, Farmington 
Animal Rescue, and oth-
er national & internation-
al charities. 

The Rangeley Con-
gregational Church 
Women’s Fellowship’s 
participation in summer 
festivals and Holly Fair 
have generated proceeds 
which have benefited 
many organizations for 
over 30 years. Since 

2017, the Women’s 
Fellowship organiza-
tion has donated over 
$80,000 to charity. 

This year marks our 
31st Annual Holly Fair 
which will be held on 
November 21st at the 
Rangeley Congrega-
tional Church Barn 
from 10 am to 2 pm. 
Please come and find 
our tent at the 2026 
Strawberry and Blue-

berry Festivals where 
your purchases will 
continue to help us, 
help others. 

With sincere gratitude, 
the Women’s Fellowship 
organization thanks the 
Rangeley community 
and summer visitors for 
supporting our efforts 
this past year. We are 
grateful for the opportu-
nity to continue this im-
portant mission in 2026. 


