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CAN  YOU FIND COOP?CAN  YOU FIND COOP?

Find him and you could win 
your own stuffed Coop! See details 

on the Kids’ corner page.

Coop is hiding
somewhere 

in this 
publication... 
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Directly mailed to the residents in Greene, Monmouth, Leeds,                                 N. Monmouth,  Turner, Buckfield, Livermore,  Livermore Falls, Sumner, and Hebron.
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JUNK REMOVAL
Commercial & Residential

$50 OFF JUNK REMOVAL
With this ad. Expires 7/31/25

Single Item Pick-Ups
Apartment, Basements & Attics
Boat, Camper & Mobile Home
Garage & Shed Tear-Downs
Oil Tank & Boiler Removal

Hot Tub Removal - Hoarders

207-450-5858
www.theDumpGuy.com

DEGREED - CERTIFIED - INSURED - 27 YEARS IN BUSINESS
207-515-9001 • Buckfi eld • Owner Neal Austin

Computer Networking, Computer Builds, Education, Service, Backups, 
Cyber Security Analysis, WIFI Installation and more!

Austin ElectronicsEl t iElectronics
NEED HELP?
CALL NOW!

RAPID RESPONSE TIME.

Leavitt Varsity Baseball 

TURNER - The 2026 
Leavitt Hornets Varsity 
Baseball team put together 
a season to remember, fin-
ishing the regular season 
with an impressive 11-2 
record and earning the No. 
2 seed in the MPA Class 
B South Tournament. 
Throughout the spring, 
Leavitt consistently found 
ways to compete, earning 
key victories and estab-
lishing themselves as one 
of the top teams in Class 
B South. 

Their postseason jour-
ney began at home in 
the quarterfinals against 
Morse. Backed by strong 
pitching, solid defense, 
and timely hitting, the 
Hornets delivered a dom-
inant 8-0 victory to ad-
vance to the semifinals. 
The win showcased the 
balanced team effort that 
had become a hallmark of 
the season. 

With a trip to the region-
al championship on the 
line, Leavitt once again 
hosted a playoff game, 
welcoming Greely for the 
Class B South Semifinals. 
Despite a determined ef-
fort and the support of a 
packed home crowd, the 
Hornets came up short 

against a talented Greely 
squad, bringing their sea-
son to an end. 

Additionally, congrat-
ulations to three of our 
Leavitt Hornets on being 
named to the 2026 KVAC 
Class B Teams: 
•	Ryder Sawyer-Brown 
(#4) – KVAC Class B 
All-Conference First 
Team 

•	Trenton Holst (#12) – 
KVAC Class B All-Con-

ference First Team 
•	Tucker  Harr ington 
(#9) – Class B Baseball 
All-Academic Team 
The scoreboard may say 

the season is over, but the 
memories, friendships, les-
sons learned, and moments 
shared will last far beyond 
the final out. It was a good 
run, Hornets. One that 
players, families, coaches, 
and fans will remember for 
years to come.  

Submitted Photos
Seniors (L-R): Coach Dan Mellen, Tucker Harrington, John Oliver, Nick Mellen, Head 
Coach Roger Varney 

Easton Harrington, incoming freshman at Leavitt and younger brother to senior #9 
Tucker Harrington, sung the National Anthem for Senior Recognition and both playoff 
games. 
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MOVIE REVIEW byy Lucas Allen

Disclosure Day

When Steven Spiel-
berg directed “Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind” in 1977, he gave 
the world something to 
believe: that we are not 
alone in the universe. 
Five decades later, the 
Oscar-winning direc-
tor is now giving us a 
different kind of outer 
world experience with 
his new original sci-
fi thriller “Disclosure 
Day.” His take on the 
alien conspiracy thrill-
er a ’la “The X-Files” 
is scripted by David 
Koepp, who previously 
wrote for the filmmaker 
“The Lost World: Juras-
sic Park” and “Indiana 
Jones and the Kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull.” 

 Margaret’s (Emily 
Blunt) average morning 
with her musician boy-
friend Jackson (Wyatt 
Russell) took a weird 
turn one morning when 
she suddenly speaks 
other languages like 
Russian and Korean, 
plus gaining the knowl-

edge of the people that 
she talks to by looking 
into their eyes. Then, 
during her meteorolo-
gy job at a local news 
station, she stands in 
front of the camera and 
bizarrely begins speak-
ing in some sort of 
alien language. Mean-
while, a young man 
named Daniel (Josh 
O’Connor) is on the 
run with his girlfriend 
Jane (Eve Hewson) 
from the mysterious 
Wardex after stealing a 
whole archive of clas-
sified information per-
taining to the existence 
and experimentation 
on extra-terrestrials. 
The group leader, Noah 
(Colin Firth), is using 
means to locate them, 
including using an ad-
vanced device to create 
a psychic link to one of 
the fugitives. 

Soon, both Mar-
garet’s and Daniel’s 
paths converge as 
each of them starts 
to discover that they 

had been through a 
traumatic event from 
their childhood that 
brought them together. 
The answers they seek 
come from Wardex de-
fector Hugo (Colman 
Domingo), who leads 
an underground re-
sistance in an attempt 
to open the stolen ar-
chive and reveal all 
the secret data to the 
entire world. Howev-
er, it is only a matter 
of time before Noah 
and the rest of Wardex 
catch up to them, hop-
ing to protect such 
information that the 
whole world may not 
be ready for. 

 Each Spielberg film 
can be represented 
by a timeless theme 
that brings a certain 
emotional response to 
mind. If “Close En-
counters” represented 
curiosity and “E.T.” 
about friendship, then 
this film’s theme can 
best be described as 
empathy. Being empa-

thetic about humanity 
and understanding the 
unknown carries that 
feeling throughout the 
movie. It also under-
stands that while we 
are living in cynical 
times, there is a time 
when rediscovering 
what was thought lost 
could be found again. 

Right from the begin-
ning, this movie raises 
some important ideas 
and questions regarding 
the political, religious, 
and moral implications 
of revealing such se-
crets. While there are 
no real answers, it still 
gives the viewer some-
thing to ponder about, 
especially with their 
own views on the mat-
ter. Whether or not you 
do agree with what the 
characters are doing, 
it makes this other-
wise overlong (at 146 
minutes) journey to its 
stunning conclusion all 
the more worthwhile. 

There are not too 
many action scenes, 

but the few shown 
also shows Spiel-
berg’s mastery of sus-
pense and excitement 
once more. Much of 
the film becomes a 
big chase scene with 
some vehicular dam-
age and one part in-
volving a train. It’s 
those brief moments 
of heart-stopping fun 
and shock that won-
derfully recalls the 
cliffhanger-style ac-
tion of the Indiana 
Jones series. 

Spielberg assembled 
a pretty good cast for 
this sci-fi drama, yet 
it’s Blunt giving prob-
ably an award-worthy 
performance that could 
also be one of the best 
in her career. Her emo-
tional range and her 
character’s journey help 
to ground the film in its 
humanistic approach 
to the story. O’Con-
nor’s performance is 
decent enough, though 
his best scenes are the 
ones with Blunt in the 

second half. Firth does 
a good job as the antag-
onist without resorting 
to mustache-twirling, 
while Domingo does 
a fine “wise sage” part 
even though his dia-
logue can range from 
ambiguous to overly 
explaining. 

“Disclosure Day” 
certainly has a place 
among Spielberg’s fin-
est works in his aston-
ishing nearly six-de-
cade career. He brings 
all the right ingredients, 
cooks them carefully, 
and presents a real dan-
dy of a cinema meal. 
No matter which kind 
of Spielberg film you 
like best, this one will 
definitely be a favorite 
for a lot of people. 

THE MOVIE’S 
RATING: PG-13 (for 
action/violence, some 
bloody images, and 
strong language) 

THE CRITIC’S RAT-
ING: 3.75 Stars (Out of 
Four) 

Share the funniest thing your kid or grandchild said this week!

Funny Things Kids Say
Turner Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Box 214, Turner, Maine 04282

Or email: FunnyThingsKidsSay@turnerpublishing.net

Submit this form with your 
Funniest Thing Kids Say conversation and 

we will publish in an upcoming issue.

Name:

Address:

City:                                                State:                                               

Zip:

Email Address:                                                        

Phone:  

Funny Things Kids Say

While preparing breakfast for my two grandchildren, 
my 9-year-old granddaughter Arabella and I were having 
some girl talk. We mentioned how us girls have to stick 
together.

MY 5-year-old grandson Odin piped in “OH, you’re 
not a girl Nani?”

Puzzled, I said, “you didn’t know I’m a girl?” His ratio-
nal explanation was, “well, you had your hair cut really 
short, so I wasn’t sure.”

He had always known me to have medium length hair. 
� - Deborah of Lewiston

It was around Halloween time when our little Susan 
was learning her ABC’s. She very confidently told us: A 
is for Apple; B is for Boy, C is for Cat....then hesitation. 
She faltered...  D is for....?  D is for.....? Then she jumped 
up and excitedly announced: D is for Dhost!!

� - Ann of Farmington
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MAINE CALENDAR

If you are hosting a free community event and would 
like it added to our calendar, please email your details to:  
advertising@turnerpublishing.net and include: Date of 
event; name of event; time of event; venue location; town; 
contact phone number. Late submissions may not be pub-
lished. Emailed events are processed faster. Our Maine 
Events calendar page is FREE for free community events. 
Church, library and school event news is free on this page. 
If you are a business and/or charging admission/fee, there 
is a charge for a display ad on these pages. Email: adver-
tising@turnerpublishing.net. Call 207-225-2076 for pre-
payment options. Events for the Maine Events Calendar 
should be received two weeks before the event in order to 
be considered for publication. Please refer to our deadline 
chart at this link for specifi c publication deadlines: www.
turnerpublishing.net/pdf/Deadlines.pdf

1X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

2X2 AD 
THIS SIZE

MAINE CALENDAR PAGE

Call 225-2076 or 
email advertising@
turnerpublishing.net 

for pricing on our 
calendar page.

FULL SERVICE CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING 
BEEF, PORK AND SHEEP

234 Gibbs Mill Rd., Livermore
1-800-310-4989 • 207-897-4989

Now accepting food stamps.

CASTONGUAY MEATS

TUE THRU FRI - 7AM TO 5PM 
SAT - 7AM TO 2PM  
CLOSED SUNDAY

CLOSED MONDAYS UNTIL FALL

JULY MEAT PACKAGE JULY MEAT PACKAGE 
1 Ham Steak1 Ham Steak
2 lbs. Bacon2 lbs. Bacon
1 lb. Hot Dogs1 lb. Hot Dogs
2 lbs. Chicken Tenders2 lbs. Chicken Tenders
6 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters6 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters
2 lbs. Raw Chicken Wings2 lbs. Raw Chicken Wings
2 lbs. Ground Beef2 lbs. Ground Beef
2 lbs. Chuck Steak2 lbs. Chuck Steak
1 lb. Hamburger Patties1 lb. Hamburger Patties
1 lb. Bacon Burger Patties1 lb. Bacon Burger Patties

Cash Price
$100 

Credit or Debit $103
Must give 24 hours notice

 for meat packages.

L. Clinton Boothby, Esq. 
Kendall A. Ricker, Esq.

Mikala L. Holt, Esq.
• Small Business/Corporate
• Real Estate: Transaction 
  & Litigation
• Probate Administration

• Estate Planning, Probate 
& Trusts

• Personal Injury

22 School House Hill Rd., Turner
Phone:  207-225-5044

BOOTHBY RICKER, LLC

May 19..................� Preston and Curry
May 26................................� Me ’n Moe

June 2...............� Lefty and the Ladies
June 9..................................� Jodi Boys
June 16..................� Chicks with Sticks
June 23.........� Backwoods Road Band
June 30...............� Bobby Colwell Trio

July 4.........� Continental Shakedown
July 7.................� Back Cat Road Band
July 14.............................� Moosehedz
July 21...............................�  The Fossils
July 28...............� Smith Collaboration

August 4..........� The Terry Swett Band
August 11......................� Denny Breau
August 18.....� Bonnie and the Practical Cats
August 25.....................� Dirty McCurdy

September 1.......................� Hot Damn
September 8.....................� Pam Weeks

2026 MUSIC FOR MAVIS
Tuesdays at the Gazebo

98 Matthews Way, Turner

JUNE

June 27 - Summer 
Reading Program, “Plant 
a seed, read” kick-off, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m., Treat Memo-
rial Library, 56 Main Street, 
Livermore Falls, all ages 
welcome, enchanted garden 
carnival, games and treats.

June 30 – Visit from Che-
wonki, 1:30 p.m., 56 Main 
Street, Livermore Falls, 
they’ll be bringing Maine 
Mammals for us to meet and 
learn about. 

June 30 - “Music for 
Mavis” Bobby Colwell Trio, 
6:30 – 8 p.m., The Turner 
Gazebo, 98 Matthews Way, 
off Rt 117, Turner Center, 
rain or shine, suggested 
donation $10 per person, 
bring a chair, blanket, picnic, 
umbrella and friends, FMI 
754-0954, 754-0788 or 249-
8046.

JULY

July 4 - “Music for Ma-
vis” Continental Shakedown, 
6:30 – 8 p.m., The Turner 
Gazebo, 98 Matthews Way, 
off Rt 117, Turner Center, 
rain or shine, suggested 
donation $10 per person, 
brings a chair, blanket, 
picnic, umbrella and friends, 
FMI 754-0954, 754-0788 or 
249-8046.

July 7 - “Music for Ma-
vis” Back Cat Road Band, 
6:30 – 8 p.m., The Turner 
Gazebo, 98 Matthews Way, 
off Rt 117, Turner Center, 
rain or shine, suggested 
donation $10 per person, 
bring a chair, blanket, picnic, 
umbrella and friends, FMI 
754-0954, 754-0788 or 249-
8046.

July 14 - “Music for 
Mavis” Moosehedz, 6:30 – 8 
p.m., The Turner Gazebo, 98 
Matthews Way, off Rt 117, 
Turner Center, rain or shine, 
suggested donation $10 per 
person, bring a chair, blanket, 
picnic, umbrella and friends, 
FMI 754-0954, 754-0788 or 
249-8046. 

July 21 - “Music for 
Mavis” The Fossils, 6:30 – 8 
p.m., The Turner Gazebo, 98 
Matthews Way, off Rt 117, 
Turner Center, rain or shine, 
suggested donation $10 per 
person, bring a chair, blanket, 
picnic, umbrella and friends, 
FMI 754-0954, 754-0788 or 
249-8046.

July 26 — Leavitt Insti-
tute Class of 1963 will ob-
serve the 63rd class reunion 
on July 26, 2026 at the home 
of Dale Talbot. Come and 
get aquainted again with our 
classmates (family). It will 
be a great time. Contact Dale 
at 207-251-5788 or Marion 
at 207-946-5579. 

July 28 - “Music for 

Mavis” Smith Collaboration, 
6:30 – 8 p.m., The Turner 
Gazebo, 98 Matthews Way, 
off Rt 117, Turner Center, 
rain or shine, suggested 
donation $10 per person, 
bring a chair, blanket, picnic, 
umbrella and friends, FMI 
754-0954, 754-0788 or 249-
8046.  

MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

TURNER: At Turner 
Public Library Stay & Play 
is on Wednesdays from 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Story Hour is at 
10:30 a.m., and Silent Book 
Club is from 4-6 p.m. on 
Thursdays.  

WAYNE: 30 Mile River 
Snowmobile Club meetings 
are on the first Monday of 
the month, meet at the Ladd 
Center in Wayne at 6:00 
p.m., RSVP on Facebook 
page each month so we can 
have a count for pizza, salad 
and dessert at each meeting, 
sharing the cost of the pizza.  

WAYNE:  Tot Time at 
the Ladd Center is a relaxed, 
informal playgroup every 
Monday morning from 9:00 
to 10:00 a.m., parents must 
stay with their children, and 
everyone is welcome, FMI 
call Ladd Center Director, 
Adam Brooks 685-4616.

LIVERMORE FALLS:  
Craft Circle, Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m., Treat Memorial 
Library, 56 Main St., Liver-
more Falls, bring your own 
project or learn along with 
us, craft group for all ages, 
FMI call 207-897-3631.

AUBURN: Weekly Chess 
Club, every Wednesday, 4-6 
p.m., Auburn Public Library, 
all levels and ages welcome; 
FMI call Joe Kaper 207-274-
8463.

TURNER:  Silent Book 
Auction, every Thursday 
from 4-6 p.m., Turner Public 
Library, 98 Matthews Way, 
Turner, (207) 225-2030. 

TURNER:  Story Hour, 
every Wednesday at 10 a.m., 
Turner Public Library, 98 
Matthews Way, Turner, (207) 
225-2030.

WAYNE: Cary Library 
Book Sale, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m., 3rd Saturday every 
month, Williams House, 14 
Old Winthrop Road, Wayne, 
FMI call 685-3612 or visit 
our website https://www.
cary-memorial.lib.me.us.

LIVERMORE FALLS:  
Craft Circle, 5:30 p.m., Treat 
Memorial Library, 56 Main 
St., Livermore Falls, bring 
your own project or learn 
along with us, this is a craft 

group for all ages, FMI call 
(207) 897-3631. 

LIVERMORE FALLS:  
Ernie Steward from Spruce 
Mountain Adult Education 
visit the library to help our 
patrons with their technology 
needs, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., Treat 
Memorial Library, 56 Main 
St., Livermore Falls, sign up 
by calling (207) 897-3631.

LIVERMORE FALLS: 
Story Time, Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m., Treat Memorial 
Library, 56 Main St., Liver-
more Falls, favorite picture 
books, sing-a-longs, and oth-
er activities, any questions or 
for more information, please 
call the library at 897-3631. 

MONMOUTH:
Friends of Cumston Public 

Library book sale, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. third Saturday of the 
month, lower level, Cumston 
Hall, 796 Main St., Friends 
of Cumston Library on 
Facebook.

SKOWHEGAN: 
Al-Anon, hybrid meeting, 
7-8:00 p.m. every Tues-
day, Skowhegan Federated 
Church, Island Avenue, 
1-800-498-1844, www.
maineafg.org.

FAIRFIELD: Victor 
Grange monthly meeting, 
second Monday of the 
month, 5:30 potluck, 6 p.m. 
meeting, all welcome.

WINTHROP:  Winthrop 
Maine Historical Society, 
first Thursday of month, 6-8 
p.m., Winthrop History and 
Heritage Center, 107 Main 
St., 207-395-5199, winthrop-
mainehistorical@gmail.com.

NORWAY:Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon newcomers 
meeting 6:15-6:45 p.m.  fol-
lowed by Regular Meeting 
6:45-7:45 p.m. at The Hills 
Recovery Center, 15 Tannery 
Street, Norway, ME. Every 
Thursday. FMI serenityseek-
ersnorway@gmail.com  

ONGOING:
NEW GLOUCESTER: 

Coffee Hour, Tuesdays, 
9-11 a.m., New Gloucester 
Congregational Church, 19 
Gloucester Hill Rd., New 
Gloucester, FMI call Cindy 
Slocum 207-572-2594 or 
Lori Fowler 207-572-

6493.
NEW GLOUCESTER: 

Community Cafe Lunch, 
11:30 a.m., New Gloucester 
Congregational Church, 19 
Gloucester Hill Rd., New 
Gloucester, FMI call Cindy 
Slocum 207-572-2594 or 
Lori Fowler 207-572-
6493. 

NEW GLOUCESTER: 
One-on-one with Communi-
ty Connector, 9-11 a.m., New 
Gloucester Library, 379 In-
tervale Road, New Glouces-
ter, FMI call Cindy Slocum 
207-572-2594 or Lori Fowler 
207-572-6493.

FARMINGTON: Farm-
ington Grange has WWW, 
Wednesday Welcome and 
Warm Up, First and third 
Wednesdays, November thru 
April. Everyone is welcome, 
10-2, coffee sweets, light 
lunch, social time, projects, 
games and puzzles. Grange 
Hall is located at 124 Bridge 
Street, West Farmington.  For 
more information call Bon-
nie Clark 207-778-1416

Food Addicts Meetings
FREE - Food addicts in 

recovery meetings: Tues 
Zoom and phone, Thurs 
phone and Sun in person. 
foodaddicts.org FMI call 
441-8002 or 623-1924.

 WATERVILLE: Central 
Maine Square Dance club 
offering beginner lessons, ev-
ery Tuesday 6:30-8:00 p.m., 
George Mitchell School 
Dutton St., Waterville, cost 
is $5.00 per lesson, FMI call 
Bob at 447-0094. 

CANCELLATIONS
None listed.

Events for the Maine 
News Calendar should be re-
ceived two weeks before the 
event in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Please 
refer to our deadline chart 
at this link for specific pub-
lication deadlines: https://
www.turnerpublishing.net/
pdf/Deadlines.pdf. Email 
your event information to 
articles@turnerpublishing.
net and include: Date of 
event; name of event; time 
of event; venue location; 
town; contact phone number. 
Late submissions may not be 
published. Emailed events 
are processed faster.
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7 Cobblestone Dr. STE. 11 Turner • 207-931-5140

Zbon Fitness Maine
24/7 Access Gym and Personal Training

    @zbonfi t
@zbonfi tnessmaine

@zbonfi tnesscoaches

        Zbon Fitness
Zbon Fitness Maine

Great selection of  herbs, teas, 
vitamins & supplements!

HOURS:
Mon - Fri 9-6

Sat 9-5 • Sun Closed

120 Center Street Plaza - Suite 300 - Auburn - (207) 782-3348

 axisnaturalfoods.com
Call: 207-782-3348 

or like us on FaceBook

CHECK OUT NEW WONDERFUL FOODS & SUPPORTING CHECK OUT NEW WONDERFUL FOODS & SUPPORTING LOCAL , SINCE 1970

Stay Healthy
with Us! 

G
Red Maple Audiology

& Speech Pathology

7 Cobblestone Dr., Suite 10, Turner, Maine •224-0222
info@redmapleaudiology.com

Make 2026 the year you 
can reconnect with conversations.

Think you’re too Small for 
Professional Payroll and 
HR? That’s adorable.

Get Real Help For Small Teams

PAYROLLMGT.COM  800-734-6880 | Auburn, ME

GOLF SEASON HOURS: MON -THURS 11AM-9PM
 FRI & SAT 11AM-10PM | SUN 11AM-8PM

OFFERING DINE IN & TAKE OUT
10 HIGHLAND AVE., TURNER, ME | 224-7090

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK @thehighlandgrille

CLASSIC PUB FAVORITES AND SPECIALTY COCKTAILS
Featuring Nightly Food and Drink Specials

CALL FOR INFORMATION ON SPECIAL EVENTS! 

MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE:
5% Off  Pro Shop Merchandise

Discounted Cart Fees
(2) Free Guest Greens Fees

Free Range Balls
Access to Many Members Only Tournaments

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - RELAXED ENVIRONMENT

2026 2026 
MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

AVAILABLE. AVAILABLE. 
CALL FOR MORE CALL FOR MORE 

DETAILS.DETAILS.

WE HAVE REGULAR ENTERTAINMENT & EVENTS, 
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENTS & TRIVIA!

COME CHECK IT OUT.

Rangeley Fly Fishing Festival

Those outdoorsmen 
and women who have 
been there would rare-
ly give you an argu-
ment if you contended 
that Rangeley, Maine 
is ground zero for those 
whose passion is to cast 
a long line on the Ma-
gallaway River or the 
Kennebago. So, it was 
fitting recently that the 
5th annual White Nose 
Pete Fly Fishing Festival 
took place at the historic 
Rangeley Inn and Tav-
ern. 

Who the heck is White 
Nose Pete? It is a fish, a 
purely fictional big trout 
that, as the story goes, 
haunts the pocket waters 
of the fabled Rapid Riv-
er, a real hook-jawed, 
fat-bellied sloberknock-
er! Legend holds that 
a few trout men have 
hooked him long enough 
to see his white nose, but 
never long enough to get 
him anywhere near the 
net. 

Sponsored by the 
Rangeley Lakes Region 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the festival was a two-
day affair with lots to 
see and do. And a great 
chance to get caught 
up with old friends and 
make some new ones. 
Friday night at the Inn, 
two well-known and 
unforgettable f ly-fish-
ing characters had their 
names added to the 
Fly-Fishing Legends 
Honor Board. The new 
inductees were Range-
ley guide Herb Ellis and 
angler and artist Dave 
Tibbetts. Both men fol-
low in the long shadows 
cast by such local and 
even national angling 
icons as Flyrod Crosby 
and Carrie Stevens, not 
to mention Herb Welch, 
Don Palmer, Ed Grant, 
Bud Wilcox and others. 

Following the induc-
tion, a live auction was 
held, hosted by the al-
ways witty and sardon-

ic Bill Pierce. A pile of 
money was raised from 
the donated items. My 
newest trout watercolor 
painting titled ‘‘Rapid 
River Runner,” which 
retailed for $195.00 and 
sold for $400. Also auc-
tioned off were some 
marvelous prints by 
Dave Tibbetts and the 
late David Footer. 

The festival kicked 
off Saturday morning 
in full force, despite a 
light drizzle. Many of 
the vendors set up their 
displays in the Inn while 
others were under tents 
outside. 

For me, one of the 
most remarkable and 
eye-catching displays 
was a number of brook 
trout mounts by the late 
David Footer. Footer’s 
son was on hand to an-
swer questions about 
the background of the 
impressive trout; ma-
ny caught in Labrador 
or Quebec. Footer was 

a rare combination of 
superb taxidermist and 
fine artist. His trout un-
der glass are alive like 
no other board mounted 
brookies you will ever 
see. 

While a friend looked 
after my Northwoods 
Sporting Journal vend-
ing table, I took a break 
and sat in on a wonder-
ful and informative slide 
presentation by guide 
and outdoor writer Bob 
Romano. Bob, an Italian 
from the Bronx, showed 
up in Rangeley to fish 
more than 40 years ago 
and never left the West-
ern Mountains. He is 
as colorful as he is in-
formed about Rangeley 
and its precious fishery. 
Romano surveyed area 
guides and asked them 
to name their favorite 
two f lies. He also chat-
ted about 

why these f lies got top 
billing with the Range-
ley fishing guides. As 

you might suspect, no 
two guides think alike 
when it comes to their 
go to f lies. Angler/ his-
torian Leslie Hilyard, 
for example, hoves to 
the Green Beauty and 
the Jitterbug. 

What’s a Jitterbug? It 
was news to me. Sounds 
like a bass bug, but it is 
a serious trout f ly, and 
surprisingly it was tied 
and created by the boss 
lady herself, Carrie Ste-
vens! 

What I also learned 
was that a highly ef-
fective wet f ly is the 
Hare’s Ear. Bob Roma-
no swears by it. The on-
ly Hare’s Ear I ever used 
or heard of is the Hare’s 
Ear nymph, which is 
almost as popular as a 
Copper John. 

Isaac Walton, or some 
other angling forebear, 
observed that angling 
is much like mathemat-
ics in that it can never 
be fully learnt. And as 

you know, if you fish 
that is part of the fun 
of it all. The Rangeley 
Lakes Region White 
Nose Pete Fly Fishing 
Festival is a gathering of 
more than just interest-
ing and convivial souls. 
It is a treasure trove of 
the most seasoned and 
experienced anglers in 
Maine. And they will 
talk to you. 

In 12 months, Range-
ley will do it all over 
again. Put it on your 
calendar. It is well worth 
the drive. 

The author is editor of 
the Northwoods Sport-
ing Journal. He is also 
a Maine Guide and host 
of a weekly radio pro-
gram “Maine Outdoors” 
heard Sundays at 7 p.m. 
on The Voice of Maine 
News-Talk Network. 
He has authored three 
books. Online purchase 
information is available 
at www.sporting jour-
nal.com, Outdoor Book 

maine outdoors V. Paul Reynolds

Submitted photos
A Quebec brookie mounted by the late David Footer.

A large scale version of the fabled, elusive trout, White Nose Pete. Rangeley guide and outdoor writer Bob Romano and his wife Trish chatting 
with Mary at the Fly-Fishing Festival.



Page 5July 2026 www.centralmainetoday.com
The Country Courier

Buckfi eld: 132 North Hill Rd  • 336-2901
Turner: 2319 Auburn Rd, RT 4, Turner • 224-7497

Locally Family Owned since 1954
FROM HOME OWNER TO PRO:
 • High Quality Pine and Lumber
 • Professional Grade Materials
 • Power Equipment to Garden Supplies to Paint
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(Buckfi eld only)

Maine Blue Collar Scholarship Foundation 
surpasses $1 million awarded 

GORHAM — Fol-
lowing the comple-
tion of its 2026 schol-
arship review process, 
the Maine Blue Collar 
Scholarship Founda-
tion (MBC) is proud 
to announce a historic 
milestone: awarding 
more than $1 million 
in scholarships and 
toolships to Maine 
individuals pursuing 
careers in the skilled 
trades. 

Since its founding in 
2017, MBC has grown 
from a bold idea into 

one of Maine’s most 
impactful workforce 
development initia-
tives, built entirely by 
volunteers and funded 
entirely by businesses 
and individuals who 
believe in the future 
of Maine’s trades. The 
milestone reflects both 
the growing demand 
for skilled trades work-
ers and the statewide 
support behind the 
foundation’s mission. 

MBC awards schol-
arships and toolships 
ranging from $1,000 

to $2,500 to individ-
uals entering careers 
across more than 
20 trades, including 
electrical, plumbing, 
HVAC, welding, diesel 
technology, linework, 
heavy equipment, 
building construction, 
automotive technolo-
gy, culinary arts, pub-
lic safety, healthcare, 
and more. Awards help 
recipients purchase 
tools, pay for certifi-
cations, and begin ca-
reers without taking on 
significant debt. 

“Our mission has al-
ways been about creat-
ing opportunities and 
removing barriers for 
people who want to 
build a future through 
hard work and skilled 
trades,” said Chris-
si Moody, Executive 
Director of the Maine 
Blue Collar Schol-
arship Foundation. 
“Reaching more than 
one million dollars 
awarded is an incred-
ible milestone that re-
flects the growing de-
mand for tradespeople. 

These careers are es-
sential to Maine’s fu-
ture, and we’re proud 
to support the next 
generation entering 
the workforce.” 

Recipients have 
come from more than 
100 Maine commu-
nities, over 90 high 
schools, and all 27 of 
the state’s career and 
technical education 
schools, representing 
recent graduates, CTE 
program completers, 
and adult learners mak-
ing career changes. 

The foundation con-
tinues to partner with 
businesses, educators, 
contractors, unions, 
and workforce orga-
nizations through-
out Maine to connect 
scholarship recipients 
with employment op-
portunities and long-
term careers. 

For more information 
about scholarship op-
portunities or ways to 
support the foundation, 
visit mainebluecollar.
com or email info@
mainebluecollar.com. 

Submitted Photos

Op-Ed- Togetherness on the Trails 
The last time I was at an 

airport, harried and yearn-
ing for home, something 
struck me. In an airport, 
almost everyone seems 
vaguely hostile: we are 
tense, irritable, anxious to 
get on with our journeys. 
An airport is an interme-
diate step between where 
you are at that moment and 
wherever it is you’re go-
ing. We regard each other 
as extras in a movie.  

On the trail, though, 
while there are always 
exceptions, running into 
someone is a welcome 
thing. You exchange smiles 
(unless they’re carrying 
a portable speaker and 
blasting music, in which 
case it’s eye-daggers), you 
engage in small talk. You 
share, and then you move 
on. The kinship we feel on 
trails is real, maybe be-
cause there’s no separate 
agenda like there is at an 
airport. You’re out to be 
present, and being present 

helps us see one another as 
individuals, not extras. 

Trails can equalize. It 
matters much less on the 
trail about who the other 
is, or what they believe, or 
where they’re from–you 
recognize them as a fel-
low because you’re sharing 
something precious togeth-
er. The sights, the sounds, 
the smells, the last curve 
before the trail unveils a 
vista that only you and they 
have seen so far today. The 
other person you encounter 
might be someone you ha-
ven’t seen in years, or your 
neighbor, or it could be the 
president of your bank. It 
almost literally does not 
matter; the trail has you 
meet together as equals on 
a kind of shared journey.  

Trails are precious be-
cause they’re one of the few 
public spaces left where we 
let our guards down almost 
entirely and operate from 
a place of welcome and 
openness. To me, that’s a 

powerful benefit we over-
look amongst all the other 
fantastic reasons to support 
public access and conserva-
tion. But it’s important–the 
whole notion of community 
is predicated on the idea of 
connection on some level, 
and so these public places 
where that connection is 
most apparent should be 
preserved. 

Preserving them takes 
hard work. Not everyone 
can volunteer their mon-
ey, though thankfully, 
volunteering and service 
can take many forms. The 
High Peaks Alliance is al-

ways looking for people 
to help–trails need to be 
blazed and maintained, for 
example. That was how 
I got started with HPA, 
equipped with a high-pow-
ered weed whacker and 
some sturdy boots, help-
ing a few other volunteers 
clear an overgrown trail. 
Even this column is an ex-
ample of how to make an 
effort, even from far away.  

It is a joy to greet oth-
ers on the trail. We should 
remember the many who 
work so hard to make that 
possible. Think of them 
when you step on a care-

fully placed stone to forge 
a stream or see a trail blaze 
just ahead as you start to 
wonder if you’ve lost your 
way. And if you can, vol-

unteer, however you are 
able. And when I see you 
on the trail, I’ll be sure to 
stop, smile and to greet you 
in the spirit of fellowship. 
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Scam Alert Bulle� n Board

Watch for Credit Card Skimming
With fuel pumps and ATM’s as frequent tar-

gets, a surge of skimming devices is threatening 
consumers. Criminals a� ach sophis� cated skim-
mers directly over legi� mate card slots or splice 
them into internal wiring to secretly record your 
fi nancial data.

Many modern skimming devices closely resem-
ble real hardware, making them diffi  cult to detect 
at fi rst glance. Vulnerable targets include stand-
alone ATM’s, una� ended retail checkout lines, 
and card terminals located in busy tourist areas.

The next � me you fi ll your tank or use a card 
terminal, inspect the machine closely for loose, 
bent, crooked, or scratched components. Pull 
fi rmly on the card slot or wiggle the keypad be-
fore inser� ng your card. If anything feels loose or 
altered, do not use it and no� fy an employee im-
mediately. To help stay safe, choose tap-to-pay 
op� ons or digital wallets over physical inser� on. 
Use credit cards for stronger fraud protec� ons.

Learn how to spot and avoid scams with 
AARP Fraud Watch Network™. Suspect a scam? 
Call our free helpline at 877-908-3360 and talk 
to one of our fraud specialists about what to do 
next.

Need a scam preven� on speaker for your 
group? Click the link to fi ll out our online form 
or send an email to me@aarp.org.
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How to drive safely with a trailer in tow
Metro

Summer road trips 
create a sense of ad-
venture during a 
popular time of year. 
That’s especially true 
for those planning 
driving vacations. 
Seasoned road trip-
pers know to expect 
the unexpected when 
taking to the open 
road, and the surpris-
es that emerge during 
a summer road trip 
make such excursions 
even more memora-
ble.

Many drivers will 
be hitching a trailer 
to their vehicles when 
taking to the open 
road for summer va-
cation. Trailers can be 
used to transport bi-
cycles, boats, jet skis, 
kayaks, or even extra 
luggage. Driving with 
trailers can be tricky, 
but drivers can keep 
these safety strategies 
in mind when driving 
a vehicle with a trail-
er hitched to the back.

• Familiarize your-
self with the trailer. 
Consumer Reports 
notes that travel trail-
ers can sometimes 
weigh more and be 
even taller than the 
vehicle pulling them. 
That can make it 

challenging to drive 
safely with a trailer 
in tow. But practice 
makes perfect, and 
drivers are urged to 
practice driving with 
a trailer in tow before 
they depart for a road 
trip. A large and emp-
ty parking lot can be 
a great place to get a 
feel for driving with a 
trailer hitched to the 
back of your vehicle.

• Practice turns. 
Turning when driving 
a car or truck with a 
trailer hitched to the 

back requires a dif-
ferent approach. Wide 
turns are necessary to 
reduce the likelihood 
that the trailer tires hit 
the curb.

• Consider us-
ing towing mirrors. 
Towing mirrors are 
specially designed 
side-view mirrors 
that extend beyond 
standard side-view 
mirrors to offer driv-
ers wider visibility, 
which can be nec-
essary when wide 
loads are attached to 

the back of a vehi-
cle. Towing mirrors 
can make it safer to 
change lanes and 
drive in reverse when 
a trailer is attached to 
the back of a car or 
truck.

• Recognize trailers 
swing. Consumer Re-
ports urges drivers to 
give constant consid-
eration to the swing of 
a trailer when turning. 
A trailer sometimes 
swings in the oppo-
site direction when 
turning, which can in-

crease the chances of 
hitting other vehicles, 
signs and even pedes-
trians. Carparts.com 
notes that the longer 
the distance between 
the rear wheels to 
the back bumper of 
the trailer, the greater 
the tail might swing. 
Managing and calcu-
lating swing is one of 
the reasons why prac-
ticing before taking to 
the open road can be 
so helpful.

• Adjust the trailer 
brakes. Consumer Re-

ports notes that many 
trailers have elec-
tric brakes, and these 
brakes can and should 
be adjusted depend-
ing on what’s being 
towed. When tow-
ing a heavy boat, the 
brakes should be set 
to use a lot of force. 
But brakes should be 
adjusted when tow-
ing lighter weight to 
avoid tires locking up 
and skidding.

• Use the tow/haul 
mode if your vehi-
cle has one. Many 
modern vehicles, and 
particularly trucks, 
come with a tow/haul 
mode option. When 
engaged, that system 
automatically ad-
justs the transmission 
when it senses a ve-
hicle is going down-
hill. That takes some 
strain off the brakes 
and generally makes 
driving with a trailer 
in tow a lot safer.

These tips can make 
driving with a trailer 
in tow more comfort-
able. Additional tips 
are available at con-
sumerreports.org and 
carparts.com.

Metro photo
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Photo via Leeds Volunteer Fire Department, Facebook
Maine Forest Rangers brush burning guide

GOOD NEWS

IF you want to receive this publication in your 
email FREE each month. Email us at 

advertising@turnerpublishing.net and list which 
publication you would like to receive free each month.

You can also call the offi  ce and request an email 
publication as well at 207 225 2076.

Thank you for reading the Communities “Good News”

Happy New Year!

Mobile Friendly Community News and “Its All Good”

Grilled kebabs made a flavorful addition 
to any backyard barbecue

Grilling enthusiasts are always on the lookout for something new to cook over an 
open flame. While traditional staples like steaks, hamburgers and hot dogs will never 
lose their favor among lovers of grilled food, expanding one’s grilling repertoire can 
open doors to new flavors and ensure meal time is always something to look forward 
to.

Fans of foods cooked over an open flame who want to try something new and 
flavorful can try this recipe for “Grilled Pork and Mango Kebabs With Chili Sauce” 
courtesy of Lines+Angles.

Grilled Pork and Mango Kebabs With Chili Sauce
Makes 4 Servings

For the chili sauce:
	 • 1/2 cups rice wine vinegar
	 • 1 tablespoon sesame oil
	 • 1 tablespoon fish sauce
	 • 1/2 teaspoon salt
	 • 1/4 teaspoon caster sugar
	 • 2 red chilies, sliced

For the kebabs:
	 • 2 tablespoons whole grain mustard
	 • 1 cup pineapple juice
	 • 1 lime, juiced
	 • 1 teaspoon salt
	 • 1/2 teaspoon ground black peppercorns
	 • 1 1/4 pound pork tenderloin, trimmed 
	   of silver skin and cut into chunks
	 • 1 large ripe mango
	 • Olive oil, for brushing
	 • 1 handful small mint leaves

1. For the chili sauce: Whisk together all the ingredients for the chili sauce in a 
small saucepan. Warm over a low heat, stirring until the sugar and salt have dis-
solved. Set aside until needed.

2. For the kebabs: Preheat a grill to a moderately hot temperature.
3. Stir together the mustard, pineapple juice, lime juice, salt, and pepper in a large 

mixing bowl. Add the pork, stir well to coat, and set aside until the grill is preheated.
4. In the meantime, halve and pit the mango. Cut away the skin before cutting the 

flesh into cubes.
5. Thread the pork onto the skewers, alternating with the mango flesh. Brush the 

grates of the grill with some olive oil.
6. Lay the kebabs onto the grill and leave to cook, turning occasionally, until the 

pork and mango are lightly charred all over, about 8 to 10 minutes.
7. Remove from the grill to a plate and let rest for 5 minutes, covered loosely with 

aluminium foil.
8. Scatter with mint leaves and serve with the chili sauce on the side.
� Metro

If you have a favorite 
recipe you would like 

to share with our 
readers we would love 

to publish it for you. 
Please email recipe to: 

 articles@
turnerpublishing.net

Western Maine Community 
Chorus Presents “A Celebration 

of American Composers” Concert 
FARMINGTON - The 

Western Maine Communi-
ty Chorus (WMCC) invites 
you to the spring program, 
A Celebration of American 
Composers. The perfor-
mance will take place on 
Sunday, May 3rd, 2026, at 
3:00 p.m. in Nordica Audito-
rium, Merrill Hall, Univer-
sity of Maine at Farmington 
(224 Main Street, Farming-
ton, ME). 

The concert will feature 
works in a wide variety 
of styles: classical, folk, 
spiritual, musical theatre, 
and popular/jazz. Featured 
composers include William 
Billings, Supply Belcher, 
Amy Beach, Aaron Cop-
land, Leonard Bernstein, 
Stephen Sondheim, George 
Gershwin, Duke Ellington, 
and Paul Simon. 

“This program celebrates 
the wealth of exceptional 
music American compos-
ers have contributed to our 
musical culture,” said Paul 
McGovern, WMCC Mu-

sic Director. “It has been a 
challenge for the WMCC to 
learn this varied program. 
Many of the texts express 
themes of fellowship, hope, 
beauty, and love and speak 
to us today in these chal-
lenging times. We are so 
looking forward to sharing 
it with the community.” Ad-
mission is at the door, with 
a suggested donation of $20 
per person (students free)—
but everyone is welcome, 
regardless of the amount. 

The chorus is directed by 
Dr. Paul McGovern, who 
brings over 30 years of cho-
ral conducting and teaching 
experience. He has per-
formed with ensembles such 
as St. Mary Schola, Blue Hill 
Bach Festival, and Opera 
Maine. Accompanist Chris-
tina Spurling holds a Master 
of Music from the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College and has collaborated 
with numerous Maine choirs, 
including the Bagaduce Cho-
rale, Acadia Choral Society, 

and Colby College Choirs. 
The chorus features over for-
ty community members from 
across Western Maine. 

Formerly known as the 
UMF Community Chorus, 
the WMCC is celebrating 
over 40 seasons of joyful 
singing in the heart of Farm-
ington. The chorus presents 
winter and spring concerts 
annually and opens mem-
bership each September and 
January to all who wish to 
sing. Donations and spon-
sorships are gratefully ac-
cepted throughout the year 
to sustain these efforts. As 
the chorus is now fully com-
munity supported and fund-
ed, support from individuals 
and businesses is essential 
to ensure this long-standing 
tradition continues. 

For more info on the con-
cert, membership, and how 
to donate, follow the West-
ern Maine Community Cho-
rus Facebook page or email 
westernmainecommunity-
chorus@gmail.com. 
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Turner Publishing
 Turner Publishing Media is 

a family-owned and operated 
business established in Turner, 
Maine, in 1992. We have been 
supporting schools, children’s 
sports and academics, as well 
as promoting businesses and 
the communities we serve for 
over 32 years. All of Turner 
Publishing’s publications are 
Maine Made. Our printers use 
soy inks and solar methods to 
protect the environment while 
printing our publications. Our 
paper suppliers use power 
from hydroelectric sources 
and work with local plants 
to use waste heat; heat that 
would otherwise be sent into 
the environment, to help pro-
duce the steam needed in the 
papermaking process. 

We were told 100% of the 
chips used for the newsprint 
come from waste streams of 
other processes, such as the 
waste from lumber mills. Our 
newsprint producers also have 
a process to ensure that all fi-
ber supplies come from for-
ests that are managed for sus-
tainability and comply with 
forest management principles. 

The chips go through a ther-
mo-mechanical pulp-making 
process, which involves a 
combination of steam and 

mechanical force to break the 
chips into a “slurry” of water 
and fibers. Giant machines 
work the chips into a mixture 
that is mostly water. This mix-
ture is then sent to a process to 
brighten the paper. 

Newsprint is grayer than 
most other commercial pa-
pers. This is because the pro-
cess of whitening newsprint 
does not use chlorine or other 
stronger agents and focus-
es on environmentally safe 
practices. 

For this reason, we ask you 
to support Turner Publishing 
and the businesses in this 
publication and shop locally. 
Turner Publishing is not only 
doing its part to be environ-
mentally responsible to save 
our planet, Turner Publishing 
promotes all the good things 
happening in the community 
and we donate over $300,000 
annually in media sponsor-
ships to non-profits, church-
es, historical museums, and 
the arts. The businesses in our 
publications help us do this 
with their ad revenue (support 
them as well), so that the good 
can keep spreading. “It’s All 
Good News” and thank you 
for reading! 

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD COULD BE HERE! 
CALL 225-2076 TODAY! 

ATTENTION READERS
We are stream-ling our process to make the 

Bi-monthly Country Courier consistent with 
our other 22 monthly publications. Therefore 
starting in January 2025 the first issue of 
the the Country Courier will be digital only 
moving forward through 2025. We will offer 
this FREE to our readers and customers. 
Goto: www.turnerpublishing.net to get your 
Country Courier Good News. 

Thank you for reading and thank you for 
your support in this transition.

Check out Turner Publishing’s

JOB BOARDNEW!

Go to: www.mainejobstoday.com
Looking for a job? Looking to post a job?

It’s Free, It’s Simple

JOB BOARD

Is your life unhappy due
to the eff ects of someone’s
drinking? You are not alone! 
Al Anon: Help for families
and friends of alcoholics.
Toll free: 800 498 1844.   
Maine:    207 284 1844. AIS 
(area information service) - 
ais@maineafg.org.

AL ANON MEETINGS

EARTHLINK
Connect to the best wireless 
home internet with EarthLink. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans up to 
300 GB. Call 855-530-3127

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-207-405-2044 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s
not just a generator. It’s a
power move.

GENERAC

DENTAL INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-877-331-2013 www.dental50p-
lus.com/highlights #6258

DENTAL Insurance

Call 1-877-331-2013
Dental50Plus.com/Highlights

Get your FREE Information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Great coverage for retirees.

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, 
NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 
(ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

JOB DESCRIPTION:
This is a hybrid position home of�ice and company of�ice.  

Base plus commissions on sales with competitive bene�its. 
This position is customer service and community focused and 
is responsible for generating advertising sales. You will be 
connecting with advertisers, businesses and the community 
via phone, email, Zoom, and in-person. Prospecting sales op-
portunities and selling print, digital ads, and direct mail �lyers 
is the primary function of this position.

SKILLS NEEDED:
Winning attitude and sociable in nature. Passion for com-

munity, school sports, community events, and social organiza-
tions. Organized and detailed. Must have a home computer or 
laptop, printer, cell phone and a dependable car and a valid 
driver’s license.

Turner Publishing Inc. is the largest direct 
mail, “Good Community News” publishers in Maine.

EOE

FMI call 207-225-2076, or send resume to 
jobs@turnerpublishing.net

HELP
WANTED

SALE/MARKETING 
CONSULTANT

Here we GROW again


