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4 fun facts about the AT
month of October Pubh‘;ﬁ?er

Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving each October. While October INCORPORATED g
may not be home to Thanksgiving in the United States, Americans,
much like their Canadian counterparts, have much to be thankful
for in the tenth month of the calendar year. Fall temperatures tend
to be at their most accommodating in October, which also happens
to be home to Halloween. Those are not the only interesting and fun
facts about this popular month.

1. October has something of a misleading name. Licensed driv-
ers undoubtedly know that the prefix “octo” means eight, which
is why Stop signs are octagons. So why does October, the tenth
month of the year, have a name that suggests it should be the eighth
month of the year? That peculiarity can be traced to the early Roman
calendar, which featured just 10 months, the eighth of which was
October. The Romans eventually converted to a 12-month calendar,
and October kept its name despite becoming the tenth month of
that calendar.

2. Some notable individuals have holidays in their honor in Oc-
tober, including two on the same day. This year, Monday October 9,
2023, is both Columbus Day and Leif Erikson Day. It’s fitting that
each figure’s holiday falls on the same day, as both are among his-
tory’s more well-known explorers. Columbus Day commemorates
the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas in 1492, while
Leif Erikson Day celebrates a man believed to be the first known
European to set foot in continental North America.

3. Columbus Day might court its fare of fanfare (and controver-
sy), but its popularity cannot match that of October’s most beloved
day to celebrate: Halloween. Halloween is celebrated on October
31, and History.com notes this can be traced to ancient Celts. The
Celts celebrated the festival of Samhain on October 31, the night
before their new year. They did this because they believed that night
marked the return of the ghosts of the dead to earth. That emphasis
on the ghoulish is present each Halloween as well.

4. October is considered a great time of year to take a road trip,
and much of that reputation can be traced to fall foliage. Leaves
begin to change color in many regions in early October, and the
resulting colorful landscape is beautiful to behold. Though some
may presume the shift in color in October is due to the month’s
typical drop in temperature, it’s actually due to a decrease in sun-
light. According to the Farmer’s Almanac, leaves begin to lose their
green color when photosynthesis from sunlight slows down, which
happens because the hours of daylight dwindle considerably during
the month of October. That lack of sunlight causes chlorophyll to
break down, which in turn causes leaves to change color. But not all
leaves will look the same, as any leaf-peeping pro will know. Some
leaves turn red, while others turn brown, orange or yellow. The trees
that turn red get more direct sunlight in October, while those that get
less direct sunlight turn brown, orange or yellow.
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“I just signed up with Maine Community Solar after leaving a mes-
sage with them yesterday. My call was courteous, professional and
the agent was personable. (I had left messages with a couple of

other companies and they still haven't gotten back to me). The sign

Submztted by Felicia Pelletzer Madison

Gloria J Blier, Madison Submitted by Jaycee, Skowhegan
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' MO\IIE REVIEW ,, c.coc 4t
ONE BATTLE AFTER ANOTHER

(Warner Bros. Pictures)

Inspired by the novel
“Vineland” by Thomas Pyn-
chon, writer/director Paul
Thomas Anderson brings
his trademark idiosyncratic
style to the action/thriller
genre with his new movie
“One Battle After Another.”
This adaptation changes
its 1980’s setting from the
book into the current era of
America’s dark climate that
becomes both timely and so-
cially relevant. Regardless
of whether you are heads or
tails on the real-life issues
shown in this film, there is
no doubt this is the Oscar-
nominated filmmaker’s
most accessible and bril-
liant film.

Perfidia Beverly Hills
(Teyana Taylor) leads a rev-
olutionary group called the
French 75 that specializes
in their brand of vigilante
justice against the Ameri-

can system. However, a
recent mission to free de-
tained immigrants on the
U.S./Mexico border earns
her the ire of Col. Steven J.
Lockjaw (Sean Penn), who
then commands his unit to
hunt and arrest members
of the group. Sixteen years
later with Perfidia fleeing
down south, her boyfriend
Bob Ferguson (Leonardo
DiCaprio) cares for their
teenage daughter Willa
(newcomer Chase Infiniti)
though years of drug and
alcohol abuse caused him
to become both paranoid
and mentally incompetent.
Meanwhile, Lockjaw re-
ceives intel about Fergu-
son’s secret location in Cali-
fornia, and he teams with a
group of white supremacists
to try to get Bob and his
daughter.

Soon enough, ex-revo-
lutionary Deandra (Regina

Hall) grabs Willa from her
school dance and tries to
bring her to safety. But with
his brain completely fried,
Bob has trouble remember-
ing his group’s code to find
a proper rendezvous point.
He then gets help from his
daughter’s karate teacher
Sensei Sergio St. Carlos
(Benecio Del Toro) while
trying to dodge Lockjaw
and the army’s city-wide
raids. Ultimately, Lockjaw
holds a secret to his obses-
sion that involves Willa and
her missing mother.

It may not be much of an
action film, but it is the char-
acters that help drive the
story. There is something
about the people portrayed
in this film who feel like the
kinds that could come from
anywhere in this country,
both good and bad. Ander-
son certainly picked up a
lot about what happened

recently in the news to put
in his script without mak-
ing it too much like a po-
litical statement unlike the
recent films Civil War and
Eddington. The resulting
script brings these elements
together into a realistic and
richly textured story that
does not try to hit you on the
head over and over again on
topical issues while still tell-
ing it pretty entertainingly.

The movie can also be
seen as a modern-day west-
ern only with battles on
horses being replaced with
car chases on the Ameri-
can highway. This time, the
roles are reversed with the
bandits as the good guys
and the Marshalls as the
bad guys. It makes for an
interesting askew viewpoint
on the old genre that is per-
fectly subtle.

Ultimately at the heart of
the movie, it’s also a father/

daughter story about gener-
ations of revolutionaries and
how the hardships of trying
to do the right thing can
have an effect on the liveli-
hood of family. It can also
get pretty twisted when the
villain gets involved, which
also adds to the drama. By
the end, not only will this
movie entertain you, but it
will also make you think
more positively about your
friends and neighbors.

The performances from
the cast are outstanding
overall as led by DiCaprio
in quite possibly the funni-
est performance of his ca-
reer. Infiniti also adds heart
to her scenes with the Oscar-
winning actor by showing a
combination of courageous
determination and emo-
tional intensity. Penn gives
a genuinely slimy and vile
depiction of someone cor-
rupted by both power and

ambition, while Del Toro
offers some great levity in
all his scenes. Though only
appearing in the first act,
Taylor is still wonderfully
pivotal to this story, while
Hall becomes a pretty good
attention to this amazing
cast.

Believe the hype because
“One Battle After Another”
is certainly one of the best
and most important motion
pictures of the year. Thanks
to some excellent perfor-
mances, thought-provoking
writing, and first-rate direc-
tion; it’s certainly a film
event in its own right as well
as a must-see cinematic ex-
perience.

THE MOVIE’S RAT-
ING: R (for pervasive lan-
guage, violence, sexual con-
tent, and drug use)

THE CRITIC’S RAT-
ING: 3.75 Stars (Out of
Four)

SNHU announces Summer 2025 President’s List

Gorham’s Amelia Kratzer named
to College of the Holy Cross’
Spring 2025 Dean’s List

Worcester, MA— Amelia Kratzer of Gorham was named
to the College of the Holy Cross Spring 2025 Dean’s List.

A member of the Class of 2025, Kratzer was named to the
Dean’s List for outstanding academic achievement during
the spring semester of the 2024-25 academic year.

To qualify, students must pass four or more letter-graded
courses with no failing grades during the semester and earn
a GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Manchester, NH — It is with great pleasure that Southern
New Hampshire University (SNHU) congratulates the fol-
lowing students on being named to the Summer 2025 Presi-
dent’s List. The summer terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above for the
reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-week
term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Francesco Farinella of Windham, Eric Sawyer of Wind-
ham, Ethan Haley of Windham, Jade Stevens of Windham,
Grace Forant of Windham, Clarence Wildes of Gorham,

Connor Callahan named to Western NE University's Spring 2025 Dean’s List

Springfield, MA — Western New England Uni-
versity (WNE) is proud to announce that Connor
Callahan of Gorham has been named to the Dean’s
List for the Spring 2025 semester. Callahan is one of

The smallest details make
the blggest dlfference

over 790 students to achieve this mark of academic
excellence. Students are named to the Dean’s List
for achieving a semester grade point average of 3.30
or higher.
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Kristen Dore of Gorham, James Chase of Gorham, Sarah
Richardson of Gorham and Shaun Patten of Gorham.

Volunteer Ombudsman
Representatives
are the Heart of the
Ombudsman Program

Volunteer advocates needed
inyourlocal area!

The Maine Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program is
looking for individuals who are interested in joining
a group of dedicated volunteers who visit residents in
long-term care facilities across the state. Volunteer
Ombudsman are advocates who provide a voice for
consumers while working collaboratively with long-

term care facilities.
‘Lh

The Maine Long-Term Core

OMBUDSMAN

Program

Learn more about becoming a Volunteer Ombudsman Representative.
Please contact to Christina Ryan at cryan@maineombudsman.org
(800) 499-0229 or (207) 621-1079.
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K9 Skye attends Poland Heritage Days
in support of Coins for K9s

Gorham Police Department Facebook photo
K9 Skye got to demonstrate how she uses her superior sense of smell during an article search, and of course, got to do a meet and
greet with attendees of the event. A special thank you to Mary, from Coins for K9s, for hosting the demonstration. Coins for K9s is a
local non-profit that uses funds raised from donations to provide much needed training and equipment to K9 teams around the state.
Non-profits like these are essential to making sure that communities around Maine have well prepared K9 teams, that help keep our
communities safer by locating missing people, uncovering hidden evidence and assisting in narcotics searches
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